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Ee addreks, 
0 you in this Form is, be- 
Se cauſe. my Circumſlanges 


. are ſach, "that 1 am „ 
at Liberty to communicate m 
Thoughts to you it the ordinary 
Way from the" Pulpit; ſo often Wah 
the Relation I bear to you., 'a: 2 El ö 
? Miniſter „would otherwiſe ET 5 
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WI. AT. recommended this Spb- 
8: concerning Peaceablenelſs 1 in par- 
- ticular was, only the great Vel. 
gneſs of it, and its not having been 
ttkated of at large by any of thoſe 
many and exgell ent Writers in dur 
| fanguage that have publiſhed Trea- 
3 - tifes of ſeveral. other Chriſtian,Vir- 
es; not that I apprehended, from 
1 Part of your Behaviour, you 
needed Inſtruction upon this, rather 
other Duties. 
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1855 the Opinion of the — 
o . in ite den 1 Prieſts, 


and il Wenner, to a Spirit of 


* gvards, as much as Lib in them, Lune, F, 
and Love among all Chriſtian People, a 
n er fool be commited rh 
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boggeſts to us, as will appear ty. 
the following Treatiſe, ſome of the 
moſt important Truths we can £1 4 
fibly "diſcover ; as,” — that "the 
Paſſions are the chief Cauſe and 
Fqundation 'of our Happineſs "ana 
Miſery, and that the due Goyerns 3 
ing of them, which is commonly 
thought ſcarce any Part of We 7 
is a very conſiderable Branch, if not 
in Effect the Whole of it that A I 
the being ſubject to odd," Ham | 
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of them to promiſe in it moſt ſolemn 2 
That they will reſpectively maintain ani fit „ 
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4 " vihueſs wy Ill-nature, 0 any Luſt 
or Paſſion, as Anger, Malice, 
pride, Envy, Sc. and yet expect 
Salvation from the Goſpel, is high- . 
ly.» abſurd, even though we are 
pPunctual i ig other Inſtances of Duty; 
F as attending Divine Seryice, pa "g | 
dgur juſt Debts, and the like 
12 that we ought not to lay the 
Main Streſs of Religion on ſuch 
Duties ag, coſt us nothing, neither 
I Þ Reſolution to. undertake, nor Pray 
V2 to. Perform, nor Self: denial 5 
e qualify ourſelves for, nor the 
ee . Luſt : os * 


1 3 Adultery, 1 Hawed, 3 13 
With, Strife, Envy, damning, Sins. de Ger. 4 
V. 19, 20, 21, c. Er k. iy. 317 32. Cor. iii, 

4 12, 13. Luks xiv. 11. . Ii. 3. * 7 


* ST 
os 
— 
48 9 
; * 


obſerve $ 


_— — * * i * * 
a 2 
8 * wy 

G „ 

* 

— * 
0 1 4 
1 - or vn 1 


obſerve. them ; but, on kl 3 


wary, ſuch as run counter to he 


Cotruptions and falſe Bia of eur 
Nature, the Performance whereof is 


attended with much Struggle, Din- 


culty, and Self-mortificition z «www | 
and that, upon the Whole, dur 
only Security is to be habitwally 
poſſeſſed of the ſame Mind, the 
ſame diſpafſionate, juſt, and every } 
jd, hate 
is “ 


way iuitabie Temper of! 
was in * 


F NB Relivien is evory * 


Scripture as a State of TrialSa Warfare, 694, 1 


wid. paſſim. Sander Gat. v. 24. ee, 
_ Chriſfs, have crucified the Fliſb with the Afetiond 
and Luſts ; or, as it is in the Margin, 2% Paſſons 
and Luſts» Farther; Is it not the Excellence.of | - 
1 if not the very Eſſence of it, - to do mt 
2 2 in ſpite of our own, nn 
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ute to his Dotine ; And in Con- 
ah hereof, to perform every 
4 — required of us, whether. by 
Nature or Revelation, eſpecially 
ſuch as, being moſt oppoſite to our 
| Diſpobition, muſt crown our Suc- 
"ceſs, fſince the Victory muſt ipply 
3 2 a 


„ MicaT indeed have Gigi 
Z you 8 5 in Prineiples and 
A  Pratices at preſent too much 
Bag amongſt us,. — the open 


Profifteneſs 4 Iminordfity, that is 


cee pread; TOUR Wirk. 
deut Shame avowed amonf the lower | 
Sort of People ;  —=- the inconfi- 
LI "Dilfegard'+ to | Mathers 's of the 
3 Couſequ lence” amo 8 ö other, | 
that W bn better 1. A 
| the, Selene 9 hat 1 
. | too 
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too Wr reoviver among per- 4 
ſons of all Ranks and Conditions 4 
whatſoeyer.; —— the ſhameful .Þ 
Abuſe: of ID's Holy Name; 
the profeſſed: Diſreſpe&to His Ho-—- 
ly Word; — and the irreverent | 
Neglect, if not e af: = 1 A 
ai Ordihances, 2 |-4 Y 
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a like Sort, I. map preſuage, have 4 
| laid before, vo. er Fea, whole -. | 
immediate Buſineſs . it is to Sold | 
yon againſt ſuch pe J 
fhionable Vikes, As 1 am 7 1 
he knows what is moſt necgfil. for 
vou, I Lean eafiy believe chat he h 
not withheld any thing from, π u, 
eſpecialy concerning Matters of Wwghsj +» | 1 
_ vaſt Moment, that either Prudenes 5 1 
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Ns b, e be boch the 
Preacher and you his Hearers gt 
Well aware how neceffary it is 
all. Times, and more eſpecially - 
* preſent, to uſe the beſt Preſerva- 
3 tives that can be found againſt 
ſuch Evik, as well as to keep at 
A diſtanco from the Evils them- 
bee —— ſuch as Family Prayer, 
N — frequent Attendance at Pub- 
nick Worſhip; / — often reading 
3 dhe Scripture, eſpecially the New 
LE” Teſtament, —— receiving the 84 
drathent of the Lord's Supper. 

- purſuing: your -worldly Buſineſs un- 
we @ continual Senſe of the Divine 


"{* i 
2 * 2 Te f 
* As to Family Nen was it 4 
_ duly performed every Morning and 
Evening by the Head of each Bas - } 
mily, though you are ſenſible it 
would be of great Service to to yon =o 
Children and Servants, - as well as f 
yourſelves, in ſeaſoning all for the 3 
Practice of their Duty in general, Þ 
yet you. can ſcarce imagine what 
and how. many good Effects it 
would have in particular, which 
would help to ſecure them from 
thoſe, Miſchiefs to wich ee 
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much the ſame. — ä BA natu- 
- Tally" beget and preſetve in us a 
Ipely Senſe of the Obligations we 
nne under to the Suprlins-Being, 
of the Honour due to "His Namie, 
do the Reverence we owe to His 
*_ Divive Majeſty, of the Thabkful- 
* ets? ve” ſhould ever pay to His 
Goode” of the Fear Id Dread 
that His" Juſtice” demands, of the 
rut we ſhould + epoſe in His 
| "and the Love a nd Ve- 
Fberation, and the conſtant Nhe 
Lion and Woĩrmip tht His" Süßer 
u lative Excellence requires of ut. 
1 hey remind us likewiſe of otic 
te Morne our conſtant and ne- 


beſſary Dependance upon Gov for 
all that we have, or enjoy, or ex- 


3 _ chat we are” his Creatures, 
entirely at Bis Diſpoſal” as to our 
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Being ee ; and wes 
fore; chat it highly concerns us to; 
betiave in a Manner well-pleaſing 4 
to Him. Theſe and ſuch like ar 
the natural Fruits of a devout and 
regular Attendance on the Worſhip bs 3 
f Gop: both "re Publick and "= ., 
 vate,. tg 15 {4 $5 
* 1 heat: {46 648% G1. 59% #5 or 
I GOIN the Scripture Hikes 
with eſpecially if it be. done with 
Cate und Attention, will produce Cw 
the like Effects. This Book, 4 
howſoever ſome, either through 
Tgnotance,” Prejudice, or ſomething 
worſe, may think of or neglect it, | 
contains ſuch 'a Treaſure of "uſes | 
ful Knowledge, as is not to de 


we = 


found in * the: Volumes: belides, 15 I 


Sie have che Nature Aud PerſeRtions 


1 *] 
- of Him that is over..alldfrom -the 
Beginning, of the Grand Monarch 
of the Upiverſe, deſcribed. in the 
molt legible Characters, — The 
Lineaments are ſo plain, the ſeve- 
ral Parts ſo well proportioned, and 
tbe whole ſo lively and ſo juſtly. - 
repreſented, that herein Gop ſeems 
to appear to us almoſt Face to 
Face. d A e 
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Aus then the proper State of 
Mankind is drawn ſo to the Life, 
and the ſeveral Virtues or - Duties 
, that reſult - from the Relation be- 
teen Gop- and Us, What is due 
to ourſelves and to one another, 
ate ſo exactly ſet forth, that it is 

with the utmoſt Satisfaction we 
” take @ View of the whole Piece, 
4 Lo ſurvey the Harmony, Beauty, 
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and Order that . from * 
"ou and * of it. 
hs anne. we our Algen 
Reading this Book at leiſure Times 
ſhould be of ſingular Service to us. 
— I gires us the ſame Taſte, 
| Inſpires us with the ſame Spirit, 
2 begets in us the ſame Dien 
tion that itſelf is poſſeſſed of. It 
makes us abhor that which is eri «4 
and cleave to that which is good. 
In ſhort, it ſows in the Mind A ; 
Seeds of every Virtue; and there- 
fore muſt: be a likely Rogue: to pre- 
farve us On Ty Wen l 
#5 #\ 1 . 
In : Reubing af he Libs. 
Atta alſo a Means of the ame 
Kind. It introduces us, as it were, "i 
to our great Lord and Maſter, "7 
2 tc: Fs pro * | ſhe ws. 7 4 
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ſbews us Vun great Things He 

hath done for us, and what Obli- 

gations we are under to Him on * 
this Account. It calls upon 
. us to conſider our Ways, to en- 
quite whether we have behaved 
as we ought, or as the Relation 
we are in to Him requires of us, 
and ſo to diſcharge our Obliga- 
tions to Him, that we may not 
be aſhamed to appear before Him. 
1 we renew. our Profeſſions 
of Loyalty to Him 31 recognize 
His Right to rule over us, and 
de as it were, Eye-itneſſes of 
the ineſtimable Price that .He has 
paid for us. We ſee the Conſe- 
© quence of Sin, the won rful 
7 68 " Goodneſs . of God and the vaſt 
Debt we owe on account of the 
ee 0 herein re- 
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preſented. JE it is, chat a due 
ind devout Receiying of the Lord's © 
Fupper becomes an admirable E. 
pedient to preſerve us from all I 
Sorts of Wickedneſs, and to fur- 
her us in whatever is virtuous and * 
e eee nn 
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"Taz laſt Mears 1 chall men- 
ion is, the purſuing your world- 
y Buſineſs. under a continual Senſe - — 
f. the, Divine Providence over us, > 
| You muſt know, that, this: 
ikewiſe. will be. of very great * 
o adyance you in Virtue g 
Goodnehs 3 1 ® from hence y 
ill ſoon learn to go on in your, . 

Bulinek, without eue, and Dif- 
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- * yours you are thankful — if 
Diſappointment, you. are content 
[ to let Gop's Will be done. —— 
However, as you refer the Diſ⸗ 
poſal of every thing to. Him, you 
do not repine, and turn Apoſtite 
from Him. —— By thus depend- 
ing upon Gop, you become more 
| and more acquainted with Him. 
= ==— You ſcem to take Pleaſure in 
His Preſence. — As far as is 
8884 for you, He proſpers your 
Deſigns. —— This you perceive, 
and ſo become the more obedfent 
to Him, Thus the purſuing our 
worldly Buſineſs, under a juſt 
Senſe of the Divine Providence 
over us, proves likewiſe an excel- 
lent Means to keep us' from Evil, 
and prove” us in that whick is 
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Bur MM ale 1 2 
not inſiſt on; becauſe, had any 
thing of this Sort eſcaped your 
Curate, you haye the Happineſs 
to live! under a Biſhop, that is 
careful to remind his Clergy : of 
” Wthe chief Matters that are neceſ- 
ſary for. them to communicate to 
n che People. —— A Biſhop indeed, 
chat has the [Intereſt of Religion * 
at Heart, that is of the fame 
Spirit and Temper with it, and 
of whom it is hard to ſay, whe- 
ther he does it greater Service by _ 
the Prudence of his Inſtructions, 1 
© Wor the Excellence of his Ex- e 
ample. _— 
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3 yours; vou are thankful 1 re if 
1 Diſappointment, 3 ou are content 
1 to let Gon's Will. be done. 
However, as you refer the Diſ- 

polgl of every thing to. Him, you 

do not repine, and turn Apoltite 

. from Him. By thus depend- 
ing upon Gop, you become more 
E 20d more acquainted with Him. 
 =— Yeu ſeem to take Pleaſure in 
His Preſence. . As far as is 
ber you,” He profpers+ your 
Deſigus. —— This you perceive, 

- and fo become the more obedfent 
to Him, Thus the purſuing our 

"i worldly 'Bufineſs, under a juſt 
Senſe of the Divine Providence 
= over us, proves likewiſe an excel- 
bent Means to keep us from Evil, 
I and prove” us in that which, is 
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Bur theſe - Phy "I need! 
not inſiſt on; + becauſs, had an 
thing of this Sort eſcaped your | 
Curate, you have the Happiness 
to lie under a 'Biſtiop, that 8 
careful to remind his Clergy of •¹:˖:. 
10 chief Matters that are necef- 

'* Wl fary. for. them to commullicate to 
uche People. A Biſhop' indeed, 
chat has the Intereſt of Religion * 
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Spirit and Temper with it, and 
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ther he does it greater Service by” * 
the Prudence of his InftruRions, I 4 
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Ware ever aiming intg thehsemmoad 
$ 0 whichiall our Motiens ate 
F 1 ur a Matter undoidtedly oh 
the urmoſt "Confequerice to us. But 
wherein does it conſiſt ? here is it to be 
| e is the Way thht leads 
very one thinles his own Way 
pg ; lier find it carries them to 
the Haven where they would be? 
Now, natwithſtanding the Perplexity 
5 Nen ſeem to be in, and the frequent and 
b $ aul Mistakes they make upon this Oc- | 
n che Sallieck Ftheir Enquiry ſcems 
4s far. from being difficult or intricate; 
that one wand think: it could not but 
{by gbvious and eaſy: For ve muſt know, 
5 3 "of ppineſs is the Gift of Gop, and 
that Religion is che appointed, and in 
I 3 truth the only Means that lead to it. 533 It 
bite proper: Buſineſs of. this to ſecurg 
dur Peace and Comfort, or to ferm gur 
* Minds, and regulate our Manners indogh, 
fort, as muſt de productive of. theſe Blob: * 
|  fings. That this is the Deſign of jou. 
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that ricgbtly conſiders it. It is exactly 

caleulated for this Purpoſe, and aun? 
dantly ſufficient to ſecure the Prius it 

contends for-. Phe Spirit it breathes}s Þ 

the Motives it recommends,” the Power A 

it is endued with, the Whole of its Toflas -; 5 

ence; tends qirectly to make us happy. ˙ Ä 

Aux other Means for this End * 1 

inſiſts much upon this, which 1 intend as 3 

the Subject of the following Eflay; The ; 1 
great Duty of Peaceablenefs'; Which 5% 

| ee 

| Holy Scriptures 3 pltcicdtarty*4d Sin 

Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, Where" it 

is ſaid, it de poſſible, and ut i 

lieh in you, live Poaccably with all N 

That is, What Provocatioris ſocyeb? «| N 

may meet with, or from what Quarter 

ſokver Offences may come, or What ee 

of Circumſtances ſoever ydu maybe con- 

. ckrfhed in, be ſure you neither ſay ndF d 
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Þ Bit, as Foy t. is e * 
as you have Opportunity, ufe the beſt 
* Niels vu can to preſerve or reſtote 
| Peace and good Order mongſt Men. 
1 Tv. treating on this Subject, I ſhall at 
pry confine myſelf to private Pede. 
of to, that which regards/Mankind conſi- 
deled i in @ Private Capacity, in Contra- 
1 diſtinction to publick Peace, or the Peaee 
6f Society. 1690-QJ : 298 Send 2 N. 
. Ane Se in this Senſe muſt 
* 1 in fort, the not giving Reins 
= cc but curbing and Ree 721 out Paſſions 
3 to. their Ge Objects, a > withid' due 
4 Bourids; eſpecially fuch* Paſſiens as are 
Apt to give juſt Offence and real Diftur- 
DANCE to our Neighbour'} or the correct. 
ing gur ill Tempers, the qualifying our 
i 25 Hamours,” and ſqusting our Maß 
3 by the Rules of Prudence; and ac- 
| cording to the Laws of Deceney and Of 
* as | particularly in ſuch Tiſtances whete! V9 
2 1 the Self-enjoyment and Dy TIE $4 
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be nearly concernſme. 
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| on ek ann ts 88. 
on becby js, ſignified more at large 
our being of an, inoffenſive Temper, not 
apt to provoke others by grating Words, 
or ill natured Aſtions 4; being cautious 
of injuring. the Reputation, or leflenjng 
the intereſt, or unjuſtly. oppoſing or 
thyarting the Will of another; 5 Kady: 

ing always to be reſpectful i in our Beha, - 
viour, eſteeming others better than of 
ſelves, being ſubmiſſive to our Superion,. 
condeſcending to our Infet iors, and cept- 
teous to ohr Equals; mild in our Diſpo- 
ſition towards all, eaſy to be. en 4 
thinking no Evil of any Magz ain 
general, of ſuch a Temper hd 1 
uſually renders. any one eaſy H elf, 
and ĩinoffeuſtye to thoſe about him, ad 
procures him the Character of 4 * 2» i 
Neighbour, and a good-naturedP x 

To this we may add, . 

F © wise is implied, that we; bear with Of. 
fences; be not too much exaſpertted : Ar, 
and do not haſtily. reſent ill Treatment; 


we 


1 
* 
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 thar we forbear ro.expoſe the Folly, 2 1 4 
"athe Miſtakes, or ſpeak n 
3 _ _— | B 3 i 


4% 
3J 
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; 1 others;" thbugh 10 be 


N ts E/ 5 


Inſtances it may be blame-worthy ;' that 
we be not of a peeviſh and fretful Tem- 
per, ready to reſent fronts, retaliate 
Injurtes, and the lille. 
Gg &9/ farcher, that we uſe all proper 
Means to compoſe Differences, to calm 
the Paſſions, qualify the Reſentments, 


Ad cure che Prejudices of our contending 


Brethren; that we endeavour, as far às 


Prudence will permit, to ſet Matters be- 
een them in @ proper Light, tor rectify | 


ir. Miſtakes, and to bri 


ng them to 


V ja Senſe of their: Obſigaridis? ro! the 


eau, _ Yau. 


Rae ef Decencj and Order: Though 


1 
0 1 . - 
be dcaſe, th Mi 
1 
7 228 
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"this" is not ſo immediate and neceſfar ya 
Part of che Duty as thoſe befotetinen- 


N Stion ec. Hogc [1 T1303 © ! 20 45 10 e#9iZ 
iHexer you may Perceive;/-thats this 
Wirtue commands us; not only to gibe 


ns unjuſt Offene, but ee 2 


ener, or a worſe Cauſe, Oden - 
both given and taken by others roidbgnr | - 
aunnoſt toſput a Stop to n at 


We 


4 


We nRBACHADLEN KN $8. . F "i 
1 it it lire 3 : 
: being the very reverſe of the other. muſt 
2 donſiſt in the opꝑpſite Behaviour. in gi - 

ing a Looſe to our Paſſions, fixing then 
on wrong Objects, or not keeping chem 
N within due Bounds; eſpecially ſuch Paſſipgs 4 
| as are moſt offenſive; or in giving va πse 
add Humours, and departing; from dhe 3 
; Rules of good, Manners and bygthedly-* 


Affection, to the Prejudice of herz, ; 


or che Diſturbance, of their Peace at, 
| Quirk: n 0) nn ied pity MM 12095 
| cl: In; muſt alſaiemply; more at-large, che 23 
being apt, either hy Word,er Needy Je 
give umjuſt Offence to others, to defam,e 
their, Characters, invade their Propur- 


ties, or oppoſe 2 honeſt eigne ( 


pes g den thro⸗ 1 


treat chem with-D 
Pride, Anger, Nane ye. 


- veſ6;-Jll-nagure, Injuſtice,7OT ab : 4 


4 


_#91he/ undutiſul to Saperiors, unkind - 


* * 


ders and uncivit to Equals, i 
n theſe Particulars I need mgt pf 1 
. 5 hey (ſince! they! may be 3 diſcennsd 1 
2 EY 3 B 4 e 


|. 4 2 N 400 n . 1. 
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N well as Religion, require, as abſolutely 
* neceſſary ta the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind. Our odd Humoutz and un- 


|; ſexy. Tbey make us uneaſy to.ourſelyes, | 
| * and-xqoubleſome. to others. They are a 


Y ON "or Me n 2 


3 STE ——— IL W 


bai 20 AP Praflicul Eh ö 12791 S 
by wb at bas been ſaid on che other Side. 
t Wil be more material to enquim, kn] 
We barons tte adm ib iter N 
e 


1 * * " 2 


| * n $758 „ 
= e tle Cages of 4 and 
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abgol] airy; 4 rw 

7HESE re, in wa; Fargh our Lults vo) 
Paſſions; according to that Queſtion 
8 St. Fames, s From whence come. Wars | 
Jud. Fighting s among 20164. coma, they n 


1 EE your Luſts that wear in you 
: Aembers Theſe, when irregular, 
de chat Order, and diſconcert the 


Harmooy: which Natuts and Reaſon, as 


raly. Paſſions are the Souree of our Mi» 


* W * * N © . 
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en Peder anne Ts 
1 dea of the Mind, 
« Word Wat As int? a. ü 8 | 
ſtroys vur 'matbat' Comfort; the chief 
Cauſe which diſturbs that even and peace 4 
ful Stare in which our Happineſs cn. = 
Theſe are the ſame to Peace? as Gall & 
to the Taſte, or Vinegar to the Eyck. 
For it is the indulging ſuch Paſſions" thit ® J 
begets Hatred and III-will, raiſes Feu 
and Animoſtvics, fets Neighbours at 
riance, and ſeparates tven' chief Prien 
that makes Perſons of different Wißds "A 
though of the ſame Houſe ; the Bröhbr | 
deliver up the Brother, and the Fu- 
cher the Chil Children iſe up agent 
their Parents, at a Man's Fos, thöſe 

of his own Houfffbld. Hen Mel ate , 2 
dnjuſt, unmerciful, ungratefhl, Dp 
ing, and unreaſonable. In mort; this 
is the Bane of that — Def 
which” we ought to and” v 


* wr % 2: OR 


4; the Poiſon which eg t | 
bene Humour, and overflowingPlta- - 
Ale, Which we derive. from an unintes- | 
3 | 5 | 353 e rupted | 4 
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: 3/4 Pracheul Hay * 
Fe udp as it were, cot 
won Friendſhip ; and fo renclers us Un 
quiet in ouxſelves, N 

One another. 14, 4 1 £80 TOL g 


I Friar; eee 


general of Unpeaceableneſs is, the af. 
"Hon of Love abuſed, or an irregular Self- 
Move. This Self- love, we muſt confeſs, 
is a very powerful Principle: Being not 


* k ly inbred,” bur inmoſt of all, it ſeems 


b have little leſs chan an abſolute Domi- 
Ai over u Accordingly it interpoſes 
-updn every Occaſion, and claims a Pre- 


q | Ae of every other Motive. We find 
e i t00 often an en our Eſteem, 


directing our Choic eatneſtly re- 
*commending its own el But, whe- 
ther it be arbitrary ot not, is not here the 
"Queſtion? There is no doubt, but it has 
* Infldierice-endbgh to cauſe Tc TUES 


2 | "ance atnongit Mankind. WI? 9) be Þ DAS 


90 Fo hence it is we forget that we ate 
an of one Family, and are Members one 
of another; that we make up rogether | 

ee Body; and ought therefore to have 


* 
TTT 


: 2 
— 
— 


— 
* 


well expreſſes 


it, in Honour, preferring one another. 
and loving our Neighbour as qurſelyes ; 


and hence we regard only, or chiefy, 
our own Humours, ſtudying Our; OW 


Pleaſure, and aiming at our priyate Er 


any but ourſelves. 


Dl 4 1181 "81 Þ 


. Hzngz obſcrye, e are oveream N 


Envy, by repining at ohr on, 


Condition of others, andaþeing 12 
and diſcontentecd wich, the Diſpenſay 
of Providenee ar eee 

Judge of, And mapage. F kg bee hes 

| 21002 11s 

Aug bence.ws ars i 

vetquſneſs, by not ſubmirtin 

after ,Wealch, to Reaſon, and at... 

making theſe give way. 9h e 
and Pride, by thinking mare.. 


infinite Wiſdom. 


05 rſelves than we ought to n 3 35 
Anger, by, not ruling our S8 


e it to the Meaſures 


el Scripture 3, an 
8 N 


q, 


Cenſor) 1 


as 6 14 


ju ”J 
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FR ACnABLENESS. 1 
ery tender Concern for. each other, as 4, 
the Seripture admirably 


fit, as if we were under no Obligation,jo j 


Y 


= 1. eee — 6 
£4 n ih deute, by: -nouritiing: 
© Malice and Hatred in our Hearts, thro?: 
not having the brotherly Affection that 
oe ought to have. Now the natural 
Conſequente of all this muſt needs e 
Strife and Contention, —— 
Pear upon a View of Particulars. 
251. Serr-Lovx, n brings: 
borth Envy, as great an Enemy to Peace, 
A ps, as any whatſoever. : For this 
Vice has ill Nature and Miſchief in eve- 
ry Feature. bo is Rove of bitteren 
urs che — The Founda- 
tlon of i it is Vanity, a very diſagreeable 
Principle; its very complexion beſpeaks 
its ill Deſigns, and its whole Tendency | 
Fo betrays its pgiſonous Nature. Though 
:ijt is its dn Puniſhment, yet is it oftem ds 
great a Plague to others; its Food is 
their Misfortune, and its Delight their 
Torment. As they riſe it falls, When 
they rejoice it mourns, its only-Comfote 
” A tlielr Sorrow, its continua! anguim 
3 an” 


3 „ 


n ern Nss. 3 


ir aeſtallliſhed Nrbſpęrity. No Won 
der then it is the Cauſe of Unpeaceable- Fool 
— el WM * n n l/ 5 4 
Wu Men are oven fond of them 
ſolves, they preſently imagine ſcarce anx 
Phing is ſo great but they maꝝ deſet ue, 


Upon which: they | cafily-conelude,, har; 
that which they poſſeſs is far ſhort-of what 
they might, in [Jaſtice, expect. h 
makes them uneafy and diſcontented, eg 
pine both at their own and che Circus 
ſtances of other Men, fancying at: 
Things are ſtrangely managed, that than. 


ſelves have 200 little and others. ioo much 
and chat it cannat be e 4 
half continue in ſo odd a Poſtare. . 4 


Dns: Thoughts being — 3 I 
i, and feeding upon their Minde 


perverſe in their Behaviour, eſpecially ] 
to thoſe that are the Objects. of their 1 
Envy : Being fretful in themſelves 1. 
their Judgment corrupted, chey cannot 4 
Acliſh any 4 hing that ane: or e 2 


| Unc 


% . 
ws 


or ſo good but they may lay chaim tolĩt g | 


they become four in their Temper and 2 


=. 4 Practical Er, | 
Hank ſide, be if never ſo juſti but ate 
ever ready to ſuſpect their Thoughts, in. 
cterpret their Words, and conſtrue! their 
Actions as ill, though; they carry a con- 
trary Appearance. And as they ſtive 
x by, all Means to advance themſelves, 
1 they are as induſtrious to depreſs others. 
* For this Reaſon they treat them, not on- 
Ie with Coldneſs and Reſerve, but with 
open Rudeneſs and ill Manners, which 
are oſten followed by groſs Abuſe and 
FNixect Injury, a Cauſe of Quarrel and 
|  Contentionithat very ſeldom fails. Thus 
you, lee Selftlove produces Envy, and 
Envy? Unpeaceableneſs. 
2. SELF-LOVE,| when irregular, brings 
forth alſo Covetouſneſs, another fruitful 
Quauſe of this Vice. Being over ſelfiſh 
1 We are never ver ſatisfied, but drive on fuxi- 
aby till e run upon Meaſures that 
ute as hurtful to others as they are profit- 
the fp: e which provokes r 


n 11 $76 184 


; Jan. iii. 6 Where ary and Strife; age 
1a 52 and every evil Wor k, d 
#5 * eſe nit, 


Be) 
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-thers, we would have every Thing center 


Miſchiefs that breed Diſturbance and 17 270 


1 GPEACEABDENESS,. 1 5 
Neſentmbnt, and: ſo hurries/us' into Strife 
and Miſchief. 11 205 21 {Jt (37 i: 19VS | 
i: Hayte little or no Regard for e- 


wick in ourſelves,” As all Rivers run into 
the Sea, yet the Sea is not full; ſo every 
Advantage, if poſſible, muſt fall into 
our Boſom, yet we are not ſatisfied. We 
loſe no Time, ang neglect no Means to 
obtain our Deſire. All our Views begin 
and end in the ſame Place. Our private 
intereſt is what we chiefly value, and 
therefore break through without Ditfi- 
s ul ty; whatever ſtands in our Way to it 
Hence proceed the ſeveral Arts 
ett to impoſe upon the Weak," deceive 
the Ignorant, and ſurpriſe the Unwary. 
Hence the unjuſt Advantages that are 4 
taken in Bargains and Contracts? the re a 1 
Weigbts and uneven Balance, Breacli of 
Promiſe, Lying and falſe” Swearing, 
Stealing, Preying upon others Neceſſitiet, „ 
Oppreſſion, and a thouſand other ſuch 


_ 
? 
> 


mote Quar 35 A 
* . * | Fier 


16 A Protiical Eſaßs * 
x Maas we chvet, And then enden- 
vour after more than our dde, or khan 


| . — 
eue muſt gie Office and Ede Uk. 


| ceaſineſs. Being contrary to Juſtice, Hüft- 
feu to the Intereſt; of prejudicial to the 
Rights of other Men, it cannot be itma- 
Sine but chey will draw upon us their 
Hatred, excite 'thel# Anger, and force 
them on Methods of Defence, if not Re- 
venge, Which are uſually followed with. 


every thing that is oppoſite to Peace. 
Thus Covetouſnels i a Cavſe of Un- 
-  Peaveablenefs. Þ OURS wm w_ 
. Sir low, When irtegular, blibgy, 
See Pike, And by chi N And ald lad, 
a tb this Vit zl St $3) d; „ li An * 

BEING too indulgent to purſelves, 
"i over-value whatever we have, and of 
"Cotrftre unk ind to others, and Under. 
rate what they enjoy ; like the Scales of 
: * Ly Balance, as one riſes the ther” fa ſs, 


» rn Morey 5 
ol all Evil. Li 


| Pn 2.40 318 2 ig © boos * wn 
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odias: much as we add to our own ge 
Qualities more than is due, ſo much we 
detract) from, adn er of bis juſt. 
Right. 5 10 enn Fan lde 
Ix is rd that on e 
Failings, and as certain that each Perſon 
bas, his Perfections, one of this Kind . 
nother of that, eithet natural or acquired. 
some are remarkable: for Quickneſs of. 
' Apprehenſion, others for an extenſive. 
Capacity, others again for a well ory: 
and ſolid Judgment. And farther, this 
Man abounds in Wealth, that is raiſed 
e Honour, and a third is mighty in 
f Power. In, Regard to moral Qualificas, 
tions Wwe, che Caſe is much the ſame; 
5 ſome, are diſtinguiſhed by one Virtue, 
ſome. by another. Hence there are very, . 
hain 6 17 ONE 


with the emſelves. . 7000 724 hs. 
F INDING it diſtaſteſul to pry into 


the dark Side of our Characters, we fix 


en BEAGEABL ENESS.,,, 17 


1 
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our Attention on the reverſe, Which we 5 


firſt admire, and then magnify, eſpecial- 
hib out Sad nes: are of the ("ng 


1 Sort 


wy 42 w Pradicol, By. 0 
Sort, with which the World is moſt apt 
to be taken, Theſe, can eaſily raiſe us 
10 any imaginable Height if we. give 
Way to Self-flattery, which we arg.ex- 
ceedingly prone; to: Suppoſe it be Parts, 
or Learning, or Knowledge, or Power, 
andi the like, that we deem ourſelves con- 
ſiderable for; the bare reflecting nowand 
then upon our great Importance on this 
Account, will raiſe us, by) degrees: to 
a ſtrange Pitch of Sell eſteem. 1 43 
The Conſequence. of which will ſoon 
be chiz: In our Converſation with others 
we ſhall become poſuive and. afluming, 
| haſty and full of Anger;dogmaticahand 
| impatient of Contradiẽtions We. mall 
carry ourſelves with Haughtineſs and In- 
ſolence, and treat others, though. 
perhaps, of greater Merit, with Con- 
tempt and ill Manners; the Poor we ſhall 
trample upon and inſult the Weak; the 
Modeſt: we ſhall over · bear and ſilence 
the Meck. In ſhort, we fall abuſe l- 
moſt every one we meet, except thoſe 
we acts to be our a of which 
_ our 


on PPAOYXK BLA NE 88. 19 | 
r Vanity will aſſt! os chere are but | 
ery e F ay e l A. 907, 
/ Now: What cam be the Effect of boch 

provoking and abominable © Behaviour, 
but Wrath, : Baciſe; OY and all Kinds 

of Miſchief 2 wy i 4+ % x 
"24 Seby-Love}- es itregular, fps * 
chally' when grown up Iinto'Pride, 'ap- - * 
pears in unjuſt Anger; and thus alſo be- 
comes a Cauſe of Ugpeaceableneſs. That 
t teſe Vices ariſe one out of another is evi- 
1 dent to thoſe. that carefully confider what 
paſſes Within them. Self · ſondneſs naturaly ® Þ} 
begets Vanity, and Vanity unjuſt Anger. 4 
„Bor what Cauſe ſoever ſuch Alger 
proceeds froth; it is notori ious chat its a try 
gteat Enemy to Peace. Sometimes it ap. 
pears in pet and odd Humour, makes us 
-peeviſh/ and fretful, uneaſy with thoſe a. 
bout us, and oſfended with whatever is ei- 
ther ſaid or done by them. It ſours nur 
Vom per and ſo diſpeſes us to take EF 
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Thing amifs, to be ſnappiſh and chu 
0 1 10. n Pride cometh Contes- 
Ma wh e 2 Stab} I 505 is * a, mY 
bets "TS 8 
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2 2 "Prafiicgt Eſſay = 
Ain, re to delight in ſpeaking and 
doing, while it continues, whatever we 
think will be, moſt. provok ing and gat: 

| . ling to thoſe we have ta do with, whereby. 

it cauſes much Fretting and: Uneaſineſs, 

Ax other times it appears in an high- 

3 er degree, being more hot, and violent. 

The former Sort we call Peeviſhneſs, and 

tte latter Paſſion, which being very im- 

q Petuous, inconſiderate, and outragious, is 

* 4 Kind of Frenzy, as it hurries us for a 

Time our of gur Reaſon, and deals a- 
bout nothing, but Inſtruments, of Miſ⸗ 
chief; ſuch is its Fury, that it aſſaults 
without Notice, abuſes withouc Mercy, 
an commits the greateſt Evils without 
tte leaſt Regret. Hence all Kinds and 

Degrees of biting Words, all, Means 
that can do Hurt, even the moſt injuri- 
ous treatment that Men en for 
eachother, 41 Iott rot! 17 A 9 21>: 

Wien of cheſs. x two Siena. 

3 her, Degrees of Anger is moſt miſchiey- 

| - -ousto Peade is hard to ſay. There are 

7 few Families, and not. any private - 

TY IEA | Perſons | 


on PRACEAILEN ESS. 27 . 
Perſons, but what are ſufferers by both., | 
If one is more common, the other is 
more hurtful; if many are peeviſſi and 
render others e the outragious are 
nekt Kin to Mad - men, and though fe wer 
are more formidable; ſo that it is not eaſy 
to determine which are the greateſt Ene 
mies to Peace: But this we axe ſure of, „ 
chat both are bad enough, and  ctalion, 
; every where, a deal of N 122 35 
| happineſs. ; 2 IM 
| 5. Si bowie Willd, aps, 
bears alſ in Evitiprakivg, and this likes 
If wife becomes à Cauſe of Unpeaceablene 7 ia = 

Being roo fc f our ſelves alt what! 12 "i 
edj6y; Wwe become diſfiffected to ol _ 
Neighbdu, and iindervaliewhact he bolt 5 
ſeſſes; as we advatice in Sell. eſteem, tag] 
go 'backwards'ih' to othbts, #6" 
that we may generuſiy know the Kind?” 
neſs we have for them by the Juilgient? ll 
we have formed of ourfelves!? '* * '2. 

Hexer thoſe that are aca : : . * 
ate generally ill tempered. AN. 1 
coneeived a mean Opinion of, they are” 
8 1297 Jilteſpecſol 
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2 2 1 Provlical Bſfſay! 
diſreſpectful to others, are forward to 
cenſure their Conduct, and undermine 
their Reputation. Being influenced by 
Prejudice againſt, they bear them a ſort 
of Iwill, as if they had been injured 
by them. However, they are ſo cold 
and indifferent to, that they can ſcarce Wu 
afford them a kind made or a goat k 
Iy Wiſh, or a good Word. Non 1 
a 

0 

t 


4 


WHEREFORE, it is natural 5 them 

to be ever ready to promote any Meaſures 

to their Diſadvantage. Accordingly we 

find ſuch Perſons are often reflecting up- i 
on, and leſſening the Credit of thoſe a- 

| bout them. Their good Des they paſs e 
by, and dwell upon their bad ones. What 
| Infirmities and Faults foever they have, 
with what Delight do they lay open, and 
expoſe them to the World? With What 
wonderful Pleaſure do they feed upon 
their Foöllies, ridicule” their Weaknels;' 

and magnify their Miſtakes? Such is 
ttmeir Diſeſteem for, that they ſtrangely 

| miſrepreſent them; by aggravating Nhat“ 
ever is ami and ee their- Image 
With. 
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we find that Self-love, when abuſed, na- 


en PAC BASLENEsS. 23 
rich uch odd Features; as are neither 
onſiſtent with Truth, or even common 
er 
N rn be the Conſequence 
of this vile Practice, but erte 
and Unea ſineſs? Such Converſation is too 
well ſuited to the corrupt Taſte of Man- 
kind; not to meet with a kind Reception. 
Thoſe that are Witneſſes of it, are too 
apt to ſpread it, ſome out of Good-will, 
others through III-will, fill it comes to 
the Ears of thoſe that are the Objects of 
it. Whereupon, being highly reſented, 
it ſoon kindles a TOE wes mag not 
eaſily be extiaguiſhed. eee 

6. SOMETIMES Self. ne s ing 
gular, diſcovers itſelf, to the Prejudice 
of, Peace, in the Shape o alice and 
Ill-nature. This Branch Seems" plainly 
to be grafted upon · the ſame"Stock with 
thoſe I have already mentioned: Becauſe 


turally begees P ride, Anger, Ee. and | 
theſe! III-will 1 our Ne ighbour; and 
this, if ; 1 becomes Malice; ; 4 2 


a Tg dies. ; | W very 


WES RL 
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a very wont Cable of Vnpezerable 
"Wt yt"; AC 

Fon it leads us fach that FRE” 
> Gare" thoſe unſcemly Manners, and 
all ſuch ill Offices, as are moſt apt to 
affront and injure others. By Malice I 
do not mean only a fixed Intention and 
Deſire of doing Miſchief, in return for 
ſome Abuſe we either have, or imagine 
we have received; but alſo a ſettled Diſ- 
poſition -and Readineſs to be offenſive or 


- - hurtful to others, out of Diſlike, and for 


want of that Reſpe& that is due to them. 
Theſe are near of kin, and are both In- 
ſtruments of Diſquiet and Tibuble. They 
are continually hatching Miſchief, to 
the Prejudice of thoſe that are the Objects 
of them. Wherefore it is not. ſtrange 
they: ſhould contrive all Ways, and uſe 
all Means, to perplex, diſtreſs, and tor- 
ment them. They are ever ready to op- 
poſe their Deſigns, confound their Mea- 
ſures, and hinder their Advantage. In 
ſhort, they greedily embrace every Op- 
ir of laying and doing whatſoever 

| | they 


N 
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they think will diſoblige them moſt, and 
do them the greateſt Prejudice. 7 

Now what can be e dem 4 
henge but mutual Anger and Bitterneſs, 
Inſults and Violence, Hardſhip and 
| Injuſtice, and almoſt whatever n * 
Qauſe of Unpeaceableneſs. 

II. Next. to Self. love, Party 3 
to be a notorious Cauſe of this Vice. A 
Principle this that poiſons the Tempers, 
perverts the Judgment, and alienates 
the Affections of Mankind from each 
other to that Degree, that they no longer 
appear as Friends, but Enemies; and 
accordingly, like brute Beaſts. af diffe-. 
y rent Kinds, they tear and devour one 
d. another, as if. they were not of the ſame 
$ Species. Such is its Malignity, eſpe- 
e 
- 


cially when at the Height, that it con- 
founds all Diſtinctions, turns Vice into 
Virtue, and Virtue into Vice, and ſets 
- up. Paſſion inſtead of Reaſon, / for the 
ue of the World. By: LUNG it 


you 
1 228 
— 
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Wu ar Ants has it uſed, We 


3 condemned by;Holy Scripture, and di- 


| ligion yet too frequent Experience: af. 


| . 
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vide into ſeparate Companies, and ahi. 


breaks, that Unign, which ought roufub- 
ſilt between, and hold Men, wgether. in 
Love and Affection; teaches them / di- 


to ſet upon one another, either by ſecret: 


Policy, or open Violence, and with ſuch 


relentleſs Malice, as if they thought | 
their Duty ade to do ae, 


it 


contrived, and what unjuſt Advantages 
has it taken, though contrary to Reaſon, - 


regstiy inconſiſtent with the Happindſs of | 
Mankind, to diſturb. their Peace, and 
even promote their Ruin ? How ſeverely 
has, chis one Principle dealt with them, 
in regard to their Perſons, Fortune, Re- 

putation, and what nat ? And thaugh it 
bas appeared in the Diſguiſe, and in the 
Habit of Juſtice, Liberty, Virtue, and Re- 


ſures us, that it has been and muſt be at- 
tended with the worſt Effects of all Kinds, 
eſpecially ſuch as are * deſtructive f 


Feate and Qietneſ / Tua 


. * 
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Dit are ſeveral other Vices of the 
ſame Complerion, afid that operate the 
ſame Way ſuch as Ambitien, Late 
pefunce; Ingratitude, and the like; but 
thoſe that 1 have e anna Tante 
are che chief. Y 0 10. ef l 
Id rap every Vice, as it * followed; 
eitkas immediately or remotely, by foine 
Miſchief or other, as it corrupts a 
Reaſon, perverts our Underſtanding; is 9 
contrary to Truth, and the Natute &« 4 
Things; and, in ſhort, more or les 
undermines the Foundation on When 
Beaceableneſs naturally muſt ſubſiſt; inn 
this View every Vice may be reckoned” | 
a Cauſe of ' Unpeaceableneſs* But iner 
it would be much too tedious to eg̃ume- 
rate all, it may be ſufficient to have in- 
ſtanced in the moſt conſiderable. ef 18900 
Howrvzk, enough has boen fad ss 
ſhew from whence come Wars atid Taght® | 
ings among us; that they proceed from 
our Luſts and Paſſions 3 aand that ef 
therefore are the Cauſes of Ursi. 
neſa. ; — {ab 9 NA £8 at Lale Ny” 
LOI c H "ers H ** 
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ns iddedd|; 8 de paclbpri certain 
Perſons, may proceed from Conſti- 

tution. For there are ſome, not many, 

naturally of ſuch a fixed and ſettled Tem- 
per, that, let Things go how they will, 

whatever happens; whether good or bad, 
they continue the ſame, neither raiſed by 
Succeſs, nor dejected by Misfortune, as 
if they were quite inſenſible of any Change 
in their Condition, or intirely void of 
Paſſion; ſcurce any thing. affects them, | 
whether it comes ſuddenlyior ſlowly, ei- 
ther according or contrary to their Wiſh 
and Deſire. But ſuch a Temper, as it 
3s no Virtde, any more than Strength of 
Body, or Quickeneſs bf Uadetſtanding, 
e have no Concern with it in- this 
Place. „% od Pun Seo 

s RAU. were t treat of ſuch Cauſes 
a8 Are Matter of Choice, and imply ſome 


* of. e Mind's. that * 
wah be, 
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ſhew we act upon good Frinciples, en- 
deavour to obey- God's Will, to behave 
according to Rea ſon, and ſo acquit our- 
ſelves like Men and Chriſtians: 
Pur general Cauſe of this exce 
Virtue; without doubt; is, the kde 
our Temper, and governing the Paſſions; 
this being that which immediately dends 
to, and is neceſſarily productive of it; 
or, which is much the ſame, the Practive 
of Virtue, and oy red e ung 
ties -of Religion. v4) THis NN. 
* e abet ch; 
ſes muſt be all theſe Virtues we are obi. 
ged to obſerve! Among which one of 
the moſt conſiderable is Charity. This 


abereſore I ſhall, begin wich, being le 


moſt uſeful on the preſent Occaſiom 

I. Fw A this noble Virtue, as ſet 
forth in the New Teſtament, is an adinfi- 
rable Means to promote and eſtabliſh | 


takes only a ſuperficial View of it. Sox 
Fider it in what Light you will, and under 
| R and W 
3 | : | 9 3 | Os foon ' 


= * 


-Peace, muſt be evident to any one that 


1 + A Prathkoal Bay 
ſoon ind, that it ſcems dalculated for 
this very Purpoſe. To be convinced of 
Which we need only caſt our Eye over 
that ſhort, but complete Account which 
St: Pai gives us of it in his Epiſtle to 
. the (Corinthians, '' Chap. xiii where he 
tells us, that Charity ſuffereth long, and 
> J8:kind 3 Charity envitih not, and fo on; 
reckoning: up the chief — 21 

belong to this Divine Grace. 
Inits l general Notion it en 
very tender or brotherly Affection for all 
Mankind z or, it requires us to love as 
ZBrethren, and even to love our Neigh- 
bour as ourſelyes 3 that is, to be ready 
do lo others all the kind Offices that their 
Condition ma need; and. our Abilities 
San per for. 
ee View, Charity de- 
ſeendai to the ſeveral. Inſtances of rfubh 
:unixzerfal Love and Eſteem, / witich#I 
mall: bere illuſtrate, nen,. 
faction. no Sid adi M 
x. In the firſt place, it ſuffereth long, 


W Wr that is, it 
teaches 


: 
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teaches us Meeleneſt, Patience; and Or- 
bearance ;; not to be ſoon angry, but to 
keep our Temper, and checle, or pre- 

vent our over - haſty Reſentment, though 
che Behaviour of others may be diſigree- 
able to us; not to fly into Heat and Pa. 
ſion. upon trifling and improper :Otoa- 
ſions, but to govern our Spirit, though 

Matters do not happen to our Minds; 
conſidering, that alittle tine oſien ſhews 

Things in a quite different Light from 

that in-which they at firſt appear. 

_-. 2.CHARJT Yi likewiſe kind; Thüt 

is, full of Tenderneis and Compaſſiom 
is of ſuch a benigm and (generous. Tem- 
per, as to give us a Senſe of other Peo- 
ple's Wants, and a Fellow ſerling df 
their Misfortunes; which inclines us nat 
only to help and relieve, but to conſider 
them as ourſelves, and extend the ſine 
Kindneſs and Aſſiſtance to them, as we 
ſhould have Reaſon to wiſh foriourſtives , 
in Me ſame PSs ODE 
Se 1 41 a; Hg 511 177 4, 5 
e ee e 4 Wen, 


„ ane; 
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i Nxx Hit erviethmoty As it igabutt- a 
| dant/ in: Goodneſs," and wiſhes: well to 
all; it doth not repine at the Proſperity 
of any, grieving at their Succeſs; on be- 
og olffended at their Reputation, or be- 
GR them any Advantage; but de- 
lights to ſee their Ways proſper, their 
Meſires accompliſhed, and their honeſt 
Deſigns ſucceed to their Satisfaction. 
A. CHARITT vaunteth not itſelf. 
&  Bcing lowly in Heart, and clothed with 
Humility, it does not think more highly 
than it ought to think; and therefore it 
does not incline us to Self. eonceit, or an 
over- weening Opinion of àny internal 
Advantage we poſſeſs; but teaches us to 
judge according to Truth, to weigh our 
Acgompliſhments in an even Balance, 
n no more than we 
really deſerve. tn 10 0 190 
35. CHARI 175 not puſfad up. Us 
it chiefly regards Virtue, and a prudent 
and juſt Deportment upon all Occaſions, 
| it does not over-value itſelf on account 
3 of 4 we external * whether 
1 


— 


—— 
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Riches, or Honour, or Family, er Beau- 
ty, or any ſuch like Priviſeges; Which 
are too pt” to make Men vain,” as if 
theſe: Things added to their Character 
and real Merit; but it overlooks ſuch 
Matters, as of little Value in Reality, 
mak ing Men neither wiſer nor better, 
doing Good or Harm according to the 
Hands they fall into; on which Ae- 
count whatever Portion of en it en- 
Joys, it is not puffed ß. 

6. CHARITY dith not behave itfelf 
ani. As it abounds in Prudenge 
and brotherly Affection, it conſults*the | 
Good, wiſhes" well to the Peace aH 
Comfort; and even ſtudies the Satisu-. 
ction and "Pleaſure of all Mankind. 
Wherefore it is very cautious of fayins 
or doing any thing that may gie fuft 1 
Offence, or without Reaſon cauſt UHE l. 
ineſs. Its Speech is mild and gentle, 
its Converſation eaſy and agreeuble, s 
Appearance on all Oecaſſons juſt and! 
Proper, and even its Corrections are . 
ing. It is ſo far from Rudeneſs of EV. 
„ 


„ 34 .:- 5 Practical Effay.: 
pPreſſion, and Brutiſhneſs of Behaviour 
in any ſort, that thoſe that are Strangers 
to good Rreeding, and glory in ill Man- 
ners, cannot but admire its truly gentee! 
and engaging Carriage. 
af CHARITY ſeeketh not hor own. 

g of a benevolent and generous Tem- 
er „it is ſo far from Selfiſhnefs, or aim- 
ing in itz Words or Actions at its own 
Honour, or Intereſt, or Pleaſure, ex- 
 clpfive of other Mens, that it may be ſaid 

ngt to ſeck her own, but the Advantage 
. .of Mank ind in general s ſince, upon all 
Proper Occaſions, it ãs ready to forego 
Satisfaction. and be content with les 
Honous,! that it may the more effectu- 
ally promote the Intereſt, increaſe the 
Pleaſure,” and raiſe the Eſteem n 
Puts tion of thoſe about itt. 
D H AR IHN Ae 
Cobſidering human Weakneſs, and the 
| various Effects of it, how liable Men are f 
19a Miſtakes; Prejudice, and Paſſion, . 
* * through Ignoring 


my Inadvers- 


* 
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Inadvertence, and Overchaſtmneſs; Con- 
N -dering this; and that therefore Offences 
da needs comme, it either overlobk, ur 
the ill Effects 
of reſenting ſuch Failures, it is Very Apt ö 
to pity, but not at all inclined to be prg- . 
voleed at ena an H 
9. CHARITT thinketh 0 Evil: IE. 
not of a jealous and cenſbrious Temp 
apt to ſuſpect the worſt, to belie 
Things are ill, only becauſe they a 
ſo; and that Perſons are wicked, becauſe 
they are by ſome venomous Tonguts ſo- 
repreſented : It does. not oonelude haſtily 
to the Prejudice of others, hut ſiippoſes- 
. the beſt; however, till Matters open, 
and the contrary is evident. Having n 
tender Regard for the juſt Reputation, 
the Good and Happineſs of all Mankind,. 
it is very cautious of doing any ane Inu 
ſtice, through imprudent and groundleſs- 
Suſpicions 3 eſpeciallyof erecting a Tru 
bunal;/ az too many de; in their own = 
Minde, —— — 


dears with them; k 
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all whe Conduct ſhe does not ap- 
prove; not ſo much becauſe they have 
tranſgreſſed their Duty, \as becauſe they 
do not ſuit her Humour, and act acrord 
ing to her particular Fancy; being of 
toe generous a. Spirit to be influenced by 


ſuch Motives, it thinketh no Evil. 


N ο HART TI rejoireth not in In- 
auity; butrrejoiceth in the Truth: i. e. it is 
Jo far from inclining us to join with, or 
take Delight in other Mens Sins, to ſet 
Traps in their Way, and expoſe them 
to Temptations, with a Deſign that they 
may betray their Folly; and become a 
By-· word and à Preverb of Reproach: 
It is ſo far an Enemy to ſuch Practice, 
that it commands us to be mueh con- 
cerned, and very ſorry to ſee others 
drawn aſide, and fall into ſin. It bids 
us pity their Weakneſs, and lament their 
Mis fortune; and not only this, but to 
cake Delight in ſeeing them behave ho- 
neſtly and uprightly, living as they 
ought in all godly Sincerity, and doing 
1 and with proper Reſolution, 
e i 
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whatever they think will be acceptable 
and well; pleaſiog ta Gd. 
HA RIT IT beareth all hig 
It forbids us to be angty about Prifles, 
to be peeviſſi and fretful upon improper 
Oceaſions, and diſturb ourſelves and 
others, only for common Infirmities or 
Miſtakes. Since Men will and muſt 
differ in Conſtituion, Temper, Capa- 
city, Education, and the like, their 
Mays wilt alſo differ, and what pleaſes 
one, will be diſagreeable to another, 
Hence Charity overlooks all petty. Of 
ſences, being what our preſent State 
renders unavoidable. And as to greater 
Provocations, that are the Effects of 
forgives. them; knowing that God has 
reſerved the Cognizance of ſuch Matters 
within his own: Juriſdiction Supreme 
1. CHARITY believetb all Thing, 

At diſpoſes us to entertain the moſt a- 
vourable Opinion we can of others in 
2every Reſpect. It forbids us to think ill, 

| eee eee any open 
Scandal, | 


; 
ö 
1 


 mive'way to, and ſo encourage ſuch baſe 


— 
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Scandal; without manifeſt Reaſon, to 
the, Prejudice of aur;Neighbour's Repu- 
tation. It teaches us not to favour any 
unkind Thought, or cheriſn unſiendly 
Suſpicions, to give Credit to any ill na- 
tured Hint, or lay hold of any ill Sur- 
Miſe to his Diſadvantage but to ſuppoſe 
the beſt, to wiſh all is well, however it 
may appear: to believe that ill Words 
tended, and that baſe Actions were not 
done, if eee Room n 
22 S Fi ends » - 
| — — — makes 
for what we can ſcarce believe; not to 
deſpair; as if our Neighbour's Caſe was 
deſperate, but to beſtir ourſelves, and 
try our utmoſt for his Recovery. Is he 
injured in his good Name, or Perſon, 
or Fortune, and the like? it bids us not 
- 4amely, and through a daftardly Spirit, 


| Uſages: becauſe, if our Hearts thus tath; 


A nrg 
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113 ourſelves ; 
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-vurſelves on ſuch Occaſions, to employ 
our utmoſt Neſolution, and hope even 
unto the End ; becauſe fach Conduct 
muſt prove of the greateſt Service. This 
is: n more? than what Charity" requires 
of us. H Din 
40445 8 L*, Chariny Me? A 
7 bings: i. e. refuſeth neither Curt nor 
Pains; nor Trouble, to do God. Is 
our Neighbour hungry? it gives him 
Meat: Is he thirſty? it gives him Drink: 

Ks he a Stranger? it takes him in; na- 
ked? it clothes him; ſick? it viſits 
bim: Is he in Priſon? it comes unto him. 
Let his Caſe 'or Circumſtances be never 

fo bad, it makes ſuitable Proviſion for 
him, as far as he can in Reaſon expect or 
deſire, whatever Care, ee or Ex- 
pence ſhe is at in doing it. n 
FE BgOM this Account 00 a ſeveral - 
Properties of Charity, it muſt he very 
evident, without any direct Application, 
that this Virtue, in every Branch of it, A 
is not only a Friend to, 955 an en * 
Cauſe of Praceableneſsz. an Sg.» 
„ Wi Tus 


; * 


eu a next Cauſe 4. See 
J ſhall mention is, a certain Greatneſs of 
Mind, a Generoſity of Temper, or No- 
bleneſs of Spirit, that is above being af - 
ſected with the common Occaſions of 
Quarrel and Contention. An Excellence 
this rather the Reſult of ſeveral eminent 
Virtues, than jitſelf a \diſtin& Virtue; 
and is known more eaſtly by its Fruits, 
than by a proper and juſt Definition. 
II may be called Chriſtian Fortitude, 
as it conſiſts in doing Juſtice to Reaſon, 
and Honour to Religion, in ſpite of the 
greateſt Temptations to the contrary; 
F in ſubduing, not indulging unruly 
God the Father, and God the Son, who 
are never moved but on very great Qc- 
caſions, ſuch as neceſſarily require, and 
ſo rel e he wh Notice and 
Concern. | „ er EM mon 


. 
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4185 prov. wi. 32. He. that i is den ce, Anger 
4 is better than the Mighty; and he chat Tuleth his 


Sith, than he 25 Leech a City. 
1 109 N. Wok tt 1 
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is juſt che Reverſe of that Violente 
of Temper, and natural Fervor of Spi. 
rity that is che Effect of Conſtitution / 
not Judgment, that proceeds from Heat 
of Paſſion, not Coolneſs of Reaſon, tho“ 
it affects the Habit and Appearance of 
it; ſince it ariſes only from Choice, and 
the moſt ſerious Conſideration; or ra- 
ther from a native Strength of Mind, 
improved by right Education, and ſup- 
ported by all the Advantages which” a 
juſt Notion of Things, a ſtrict Regard 
for Virtue, and an an en 
can give it. 91 enge aeg 

Tus Conſtancy is ach; its 50 

diſtinguiſhing Ovalit ies, and that which 
= are moſt concerned with at preſent: 
or hereby we ſtand faſt, like the ſtrong 
— the great Deep, whatever 
Force or Deceit, either from within or 
without, may aſſault us; or like a ſturdy 
Oak, that has long defied the Fury of 
the moſt tempeſtuous Winds without 
Danger, we withſtand with Safery* che 


prevailing Power of every Luſt or Paf- 
5 . 1 nl fion, 


2 - {#1 Profiicat: Ey 
ſion, even that which; being ohr favour. 
ite, moſt eaſily beſtts uss A904 4 £191 
Hex it is that this noble Principk 
hav” true Chriſtian: Fortitude is ſq great a 
Friend to Peace. Such is its Finmnek 
and Stability, that it yields to no Temp. 
tation to the contrary, though it has na- 
tural Propenſity to recommend it. It is 
above being affected by Pet and Humour 
in ourſelyxes, or by the Peeviſtmeſs of 
ſome, and the Perverſeneſs of others. 
As it imputes Anger, f Envy, 2 Pride, 
Evil ſpeaking, and other Cauſes of Un- 
peaceableneſs, to Weaknefs, Ignorance, 
and the Hike, it is not effeminately 
ꝓtovoked by, but generoufly overlooks 
them; conſidering human Infirmity, 
that as long as Men are Men, there will 
never be wanting ſuch Occaſions of Striſe, 
and that. it is much better to paſs over, 
than be moved: at them, to overcome, 
than be overcome by them. This Virtur 
therefore muſt needs be a very remarlcr 
able Cauſe of Peaceableneſs. cee 
ali 14s vY: bor „ 0 24 916 mie, {is 
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III. AmomTrtR: Cauſe of Peaceable- 


we conſider and judge of our Quality 
and Capacity, according to what they 
really are, both in themſelves, and in 


cially in reſpe& to ſuperior Beings,” 'as 
Angels, and That Being that is Supreme; 
this muſt convince us; that we are frail 
and mortal, that our Strength is but 
Weakneſs, and our Wiſdom Folly, and 
that, notwithſtanding our ſwelling one 
againſt another through Pride and An- 
ger, as if we were greater than God 
Himſelf, yet on this and the like Ace- 
counts we are lower than pere = 
the loweſt of the Creation 

 Hewnez ve ſhall learn Modeſty: ade 
Meckneſs';)/that it becomes ſuch as we 
are, not through Malice to hate; but 
through brotheriy Affection to love one 
another ; not to betray the Cauſeof Vir- 


ſupport and ſtrengthen it by Unity = 


SBA. King | is 


neſs is the Knowledge of ourſelves. When 


regard to that of other Men, more eſpe- 


tue through Strife and Faction, but to- 


and Concord; to follow God 3 Will that 


| * *A"Pra#tical Be 
5s AMIE? and net our 6 own that i is 728 
nedus; to live as Subjects of the God of 
Peace; in Honour preferring one another, 
aid not behave as Servants to the Devil, 
through Perverſeneſs and Paſſion perſe. 
euting and plaguing Exon” bis Neige 
f — 
+ He that truly Vivid imelk, muſt 
be ſenſible, that there is nothing more 
unbecoming a Man, that ſinks him 
lower, or degrades him more, than effe- 
minate Peeviſtineſs and continual Strife; 
that nothing is more unſuitable to his 
Nature, more inconſiſtent with his Hap- 
pineſs, and more oppoſite. to his preſenc 
Statt and Condition; and therefore he 
ſtudies to be quiet and eaſy, not only to 
avoid ſuch Abſurdity and Folly, but to 
fix and eſtabliſh himſelf in ſuch a peace- 
able and agreeable Temper and Beha- 
viour, as his preſent Haan ach Igno- 
rauct Nike. Wha [3 0 
Ic Paov. xix. 11. The Diſcretion of a. Mane 
ferreth his Anget ; and i it is his el. to pale over 
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IV. Tas laſt Cauſe, of Peaceableneſs 
| ſhall mention is Contentment 3A Virtue 
hat makes us ſatisfied with our Circum- 
ances , be they Phat they will, by 
onfining. our Deſires within their proper 
Bounds 3 that teaches us not to long after 
what God has not given us, but to be 
pleaſed with what He has : Which Tem- 
per renders that a_ continual Delight, 
ay would otherwiſe be a Torment to 
Like Health and a good Appetite, 
it 2 us a true Reliſh of whatever we 
poſſeſs, and furniſhes us always with 
Plenty, by affuring, us always that, we 
have enough. Hence, as we never co 
vet, we neyer reach Mer: what: belongs 
to another. Being content with our wn, 
we do not interrupt others Enjoyments, 
but leave them to rejoice at Pleaſure in 
che good. Things they. poſſeſs We ve. 
ther envy, nor are envied; c Nui 
do not moleſt our Neighbours, the «of 


care not to trouble us. By ſuch, wen. 
Conteritment: likewiſe becomes a Cauſe of 
lens. te AN 
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| I | £ ok clearly diſcern, both by the Root 
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| Txt E are ſrreruf ether Virtus dd 
ave great Uſe to promote and Pfefervef 
Peace 3\-ſuch as Fumity, Mechnelfs, 
Juſtice; Gratitade; and the Hke'® But 
theſe that I have mentioned, if xhey are 
not the chief, may ſerve as a Specimen 
of all che reſt. It will be needleſs there- 
fote to enlarge upon any more. Indeed 
every Virtue, having a Tendency more 
or leſs to render Mankind quiet, eaſy, 
a. happy, is ſo fur a Cauſe of Peace- 
ableneſs. But as it would be too tedious 
to reckon up all, it may be ſufficient to 
| have fingled out theſe few. However, 
WW what has been ſaid muſt; point out tous 
: * what Courſe we muſt take, if we woultt 
EF” .  artive- pans Vice: of which we are 
e #35800) bits, 8977 
"And "I we — ſee farther- a 
eee this excellent Grace. Nou 


from hence it ſprings, al the Foun - 
3 . dete 


05 „ Paac EAEFLER Res. 
gi of forera Virrue, er racer the g- 
& that flows from-themy that it 
— from: che heſt Seeds. and al- 
ys grows in the beſt Soil: No Won - 
then it ſhould bring forth the nobleſt 
tuit. In truth it is one of the choiceſt 
lowers in the Field, and makes a Para- 
Weber rens is * But Np n, 
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Ar hefe are it is net cy ly 
they ate ſo many in Number, fo 2 
xcallene- in Kind, and ſo eminent 
Degree and Quality. This Virtue 1 15 2 


NIN 


<2 


F : $ 
„Nag of a right Temper, and endued wit 0 
be moſt benign, generous,” and uſe 4 Me 
Spitiey/anſwers every 1. e g Ki Bs 


I 9 BP rafical, En, 
eur Advantages:,bus it Anas fot 
; us. „Like ghe Sun, it enlightens al 
_ Qupriexs,, ang warms and.nouriſhes what 
ſoever it ſhines upon. Ib. iS Not n 
great I ſe itſelſꝰ but renders other Thing 
erde HS F928 Hut, W l 
1 more particular, $37) ©7- #14 ELLEN your + 
I. PEACEBABLENESS, as. it N the 
Sovernment, eſpecially of our turbulent 
Paſſions, enables a Man to judge, upon 
any Occaſion, hat is beſt. for him. For, 
by, means of this Virtue, every thing 
Is within.continues} in its, proper Plage, and 
+; there is no Diſorder, or Confuſion to per. 
plex the, Mind, or interrupt its natura 
eee and Reſt. . Reaſon 
. .Tomains,/a lone, and, on its own, proper 
Baſis. px, firs, as it were at the Helm, 
direct ing the inferior P OWers at Pleaſure, 
and ordering gyVery thing ar ght, in pur. 
« ſuance of that End for which it Was given 
us: There being no deluſtye to 
miſlead, or mutinous to,cc or re- 
Fu to diſtract it in its juſt Deſigns, 
it e 3h Delights; as. well./a5 
. "I - . 07 
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PEER Nen. 49 
Safety, and gives us the utmoſt Satixfa- 
ction we can expect or deſire- We can 
purſue any Meaſures that make eicher 
for our Honour, or Intereſt, or Happi- 
neſs, and to the beſt Advantage. We 
are atleifure to weigh and conſider Things 
to the Bottom, to compare and judge of 
them according to Truth, to prefer 
what is moſt deſireable, and ee 
is really moſt uſeful. 

Tais muſt be the Caſe of every one 
that is endued with the Virtue we are 
ſpeaking of. He is certainly not only 
quiet and eaſy within himſeff, Mt is 
raiſed as it were to à Situation far above 
the Generality of Mankind, being here- } 
by a more competent Judge than others 
of whatever may be fit for him to chooſe; 
or will anſwer his Endeavour to purſue 


and obtain, en this end Tye in Eve- 1 


wy reſpect. wh of 1125 3 
II. Ta u Virtbe duly 0 a Man 7M 
for the Performance of his Duty. As it 
renders him quiet and eaſy, and keeps 


l Paſſion 20 its proper Objelh, and I 
D Within 
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en Bounds it e weile £ 
in him ſuch a Temper as is moſt ſuitable 
ta the Nature and Practice of Religion. 
E gives us a true Reliſh for, and puts us 
in the right Way for the Obſervance of 
It}: It is ſo admirable a Preparatiye for 
this Purpoſe, that it ſhes us the Obli- 
gatian, Excellence, , and Neceſſity of it 
in one View; and gives us alſo a right 
Diſpoſicion for cheerfully embracing it. 
WI may, almoſt as well expect, that a 
| deaf. Man ſhauld be charmed with Mu- 
- figk, and one chat is born blind be affect- 
ed with Might and Colours, however that 
a Vitiated Palate ſhould exactly diſtin- 
_ guilh what we eat and drink; as that a 
| „Mind habitually diſturbed with Paſſion, 
en Which is the ſame, chat one that is 
ceable;; ſhould be. rightly diſpoſed 
or -phe. Practice of his Duty. Theſe 
Fhings being in their Nature contrary 
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155 on P#AcBaBifthnsss. 51 
oO the! other hand, when cr Mind 
js clear of every irregular © Paſlicny it of 
when weiare peaceable, how fuitablyiave 
we prepared for performing whit "Rel 
gion requires of us? As the Organs 6f 
Senſe; | when in their natural State, ank 
due Perſection, are fittet to receive arid | 
diſtinguiſtr their proper Objects; fo in | 
ſuch Caſe we have a true Reliſh, a right 
Taſte for thoſe Duties we are obliged to 
comply with. There is fo juſt 1 COH. 4 
ſpondence between ane aud the other; ng 
that they fene ed 89 hand in 3 
eee 
Ax A Philoſopher ge old main- 
tained it as his Opinion, that Proſperity Þ} 
was the moſt ſuitable Condition for tie 
Practice of Religious Duties; meaning, 
vithout doubt, that Men ought ta be in 
Circumſtances chat exempt them from + | 
Diſquietude and Diſturbance, to be duly - 
ſeafbried on fuch'Occaſions, _ 
Ax truth, chere is ſo dale a0 Kii i 
between the Virtue: we: ar treating of, 
and Vürtue 3 in general, that they can 
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ſaree be ſeparaced 1 from! each other. 
However, it ĩs Matter of Fact and com- 
mo Experience, that Mankind, when 
their Thoughts are diſcompoſed, their 
Attention pre- engaged, and Judgments 
interrupted, by Quarrel and Coritention; 
are unfit almoſt for any ſort of -Buſineſs 
a ſerious and important Nature; their 
Minds being ruffied and diſordered by 
turbulent and unruly Paſſions, they can- 
not duly apply themſelves: to it; much 
more are they diſqualified for diſcerning 
fte Beauty, weighing: the mighty Con- 
ſequence, and being thoroughly ſenſible 
of che Obligation of Religion; and 
therefore muſt be very unpropared for the 
. Performance of it.. hoes) 
(ND it is as certain, from the fame 
ſort of Evidence, that when ſucli Obſta 
Clerare removed, or when the Mind fb. 
fit ir ich nätchtel Schrb'of Peabe and Or. 
$82 Firkdit the leaſt Harry and Diſtür- Ml 
| Vaticd From" unpeaceable Meaſures, we. il 
ale nöt only fit for the Management f 


any en Aftiirs that we underftaiid, 
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or oftimproving our Fortune, encreaſing 
our Knowledge by Study, and the like; 
but we. art earneſtly invited, as it Were, 
and preſſed to go on in the Way we ſhauld 
chooſe;'-ari regard to the whole of our 
Duty. We preſently ſee how reaſonable, 
how neceflary it is, on all Accounts, to 
make it aur chief Concern, to do Honour 
to God, and Service to Men or, as the 
Scripture expreſſes it, to live ſobetly x, 
righteouſly, and godly: an ' preſent 
W tio Domian M arora 
III Bat n Peaceableneſs gives 
us the greateſt: inward Comfort and 8; · 
tisfactiom This indeed it is almoſt need - 
leſs to mention; after what has been ob- 
ſerved next above; only it is nery agree · 
able to remark, how much thoſe enjoy 
themſelves that are of this Temper. 
How cam it be otherwiſe ? -fince-ſuch muſt 
haye a Foyntain of, Delight within them, 
a never · falling Spring of ſecret.Rejoicing, 
from conſidering, that they are fixed in 
ſuch a State as is eyery, way, juſt and 
- "oma 5 be Ar 8 
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wich Happineſs w Men,” drurtarct the to 
EE 
5 unechte Hearts are at Raſe, r 
their Thoughts yield them continual 
| Pleaſure; the Seaſon within is highly 
pPromiſing 3 there apptars noth ing either 
b Danger to affright, or Difficulty to 
diſeourage them; but a ſecret Cheerful · 
| neſd refreſhes the Spirit, and ſupports the 
"Ming always in the toſt comfortable 
State. As they ſail in a calm Sea, and 
are carried on with a gentle, though brilk 
Salo, they vide not only wich ner 
| AIG with complete Satisfaction: 
Bor, bende tile plesſant Mbiſpers of 
their on Breaſts, they have the Favour 
And Affiſtance of others th uphold and 
comfort tlem : For, we often ſind; that 
Mer! are never better pleaſed, than when 
they are, by ſome Means or other, N do- 
ig Service to thoſe that! they know to 
be of a truly peateable Temper and He- 
Haviour; W ** ee eee 
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IV. PrAc ABER AIss is a great Friend 
to our Intereſt, As it implies Good na- 
ture, Chriſtian Charity, and the like en- 
dearing Virtues, it may well ſecure the 
Love, and command the Eſteem, of al 
about it. And what can be the Col 
quence of this, but that they wilalmalt 
contend which ſhall be of greateſt Vſe 
and Benefit to us? Are we in Want? 


They will reheve us. Are ẽ, in. Di- 


ſtreſs ü They Will help us. Ate we ig 
norant ? They will inform us. Io ſhort. 


they will don the beſt we can deſire tu 
ſerye us; Which muſt very mach gr. 
mote out Intereſt. A iel leg 45271 * 


emen e, 216 kee, dhe Nan i 
that is of a peace 


viour, Comfort, and Intereſt. Loch 
On the contrary, thoſe that are of the 
oppoſite Diſpoſition are as unhappy: To 
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next treat 
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able Tempet;, as ir | 
bigbly improves his Judgment, Beh. 
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-Of «the Effetts of Unpraceablendfs.- 
un boog i 189) Sh b:zba 
O give à elear and ſatisſactory Re- 
Account of theſe, is like wiſe no eaſy 
Taſk ; they being almoſt infinite in 
Nurnber, very different in Kind, as well 
as very ill in the Nature and Quality of 
them. As this Vice is the Fruit of the 
moſt boiſterous and unruly Paſſions, is 
made up of Ill. nature, Malice, Anger, 
Envy, and almoſt every other corrupt 
Principle, and intends nothing but the 
Miſchief; we may readiy gueſs 
What, ſort of Fruit it is like to bring 
forth, It is of a perverſe Temper, 
baſę. Spitit, is every way hurtſul, being 
Poſſeſſed of every Inſtrument. bf Ruin 
au Deſtruction : no Wonder then there 
is no Evil ſo. bad but it \Mayoprodues;” 
0. Calamity ſo great but hat ãt can 
| 3 Like the Peſtilence that * 
ä e Darkneſs, and the Sickneſs that de- 


hrogh 
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ſtroyeth at Noon-day ; a thouſand fall by 
it, and ten thouſand at its night Hand. 
Such is the Havock that is generally 
made, whenever this Enemy ſets up his 

Standard. Nothing that is good can 
thrive: where this Weed grows. D 
is neither Study to increaſe our 
ledge, nor Induſtry to improve our For- 
tunes, nor brutherly Kindneſs to add to 
our Virtue, nor friendly Advice to ĩmæ-· 
prove our Wiſdom, nor mutual Hep 
to ſtrengthen our Charity; nothing but 
ill Deſign, ſecret Plots, and open Vis 
lence, or Miſchiefs of all Sorts, prevaily* 
when Folks dre at Variance with eich 
other: This ſingle Vice checks and Kills 
every thiag char is either honourable” r 
wholefome; or any way uſeful. In ſhbre®* 
it makes of a fruitful Country à bärret 
and Ar y Land 3 or, actording to thut 
Pfaff Expreſſion, it turneth the 
Flood into a Wilderneſs, and drieth "Ip 

the Water-fprings 3 a fruitful Land it 

een, through the Wickednefs 
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of "__ that are taken c ptive by i it. 
But, to be more particular 
*11,-Uny 2a craBbLievess *Aiualifies' a 
Man for judging what is molt? for his 
SGoock. As it implies the being governed 
by the moſt four,” perverſe; and illna. 
tired Paſſions, what can be expected but 
that his Underftanding muſt be darken- 
ed, and his Reaſetr quite confounded ? 
— Hoewtcanhe attend to, and duly conſi- 
der ahy thing, eſpecially of Importance, 
that comes in his Way? The Mind be- 
ing fettered, its Liglit obſcured, its De- 
Uberations thamefully biaſſed, and, in a 
Word, its Eiberty well nigh Joſt} chro? 
fatal Influence of thofe baſe Princi- 
. Men run headlong, when they are 
Wuarteliog, into the greateſt Abſurdities, 
"= ank without Heſitation. They Put Good 
=» for Emi, and Evil for Good kale L 21 | 
fer Darkneſs, "and Dartnefs | for E 
and Sweet for Bitter, and Bitter for Scar; 
br they judge ſo ill, that they greedlly 
run into ſuch Practices as they thenifeſves 
; Perhaps condemn lot ever after. 5 
6 Er- 
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paving psd che Place ef Reaſon, end 
being uppermoſt, mixes with our Coop 
ſels, directs Our Motions, and finally 


can we be ſuppoſed to judge aright can - 
cerning any Matter, though of the great 
eſt Moment ? fince ſuch. Principles; whe! 


often hurry us into the ſoreſt. 


15 


We muſt therefore be unable to Judge ; 
what is moſt for out Good, 


II. Turs Mice likewiſe dcn 1 
for the Perſormance of our: Duty. It 
takes up the beſt part of our Time and 
Thoughts, and keeps our Minds oh 


80 that when we ſhould be fervitg, Gos 
we are drudging in the Service of tt 


ſuleing his Honour, we are breaking hk 
fn I and when we ought 1 to ſtudy how 
_ to pleaſe, | We are Rriving how fo provoſt 
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controuls all, our Meaſures. Ho then 


they prevail, of courſe millead ue, gbd 


nualy in Motion, to diſcover Meat : 
proper. for. executing. its wicked Deſigns? © 


vile Principle ; 4 When! we ſhould be con- 


Him. Aug, | 
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-Atauiaſtead\ef loving, we hate our 
Neigbhour 1 and ſo, when we ſhonld 
pray fon, we are perſucuting him. We 
ſpend as much Time, and take the ſame 
axe and Pains, to do him Miſchief, as 
we ought to omploy in doing him Good. 
We are fotming Schemes, laying Traps, 
| and gontriving how to undermine bis 
Safety, while we ſhould be endeavouring 
to. protec, deliver, ——— 
ee iz 4idoes 
2d Au p a8 to bene while we ſhould 
be preſerving that Order which was ori- 
ginally eſubliſhed, in the Mind, and 
which is . only juſt. Foundation of our 
| Ha Ne are deſtroying it ; and 
iS thus = lunging ourſelves, as well as others, 
15 the greateſt Miſery. In ſbort, in- 
ſtead of following our Reaſon, and fatiſ 
3 our, Duty, we, are guided by our 
Paſſions, andre the Servants of Sin. 
III. Bur farther; Unpeaceableneſs 
deprives us of inward Comfort and Satiſ. 
Kicken, - Though thoſe. that axe ſuhject 
4. ag Wen #76 1.8 Harne w 
WE 13 others, 
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| others, yet / are ſthey by no means free 


themſelves; ſince it is certain, their in- 
human Temper muſt prove its own Pu. 
niſnment, either ſooner or later — W | 
Fo the preſent, indeed ĩt maya 
ſwage their Pain, and give them ſötme 
Pleaſure, to haraſs and perplexꝰ thefd 
whom their Anger has repreſented as of. 
fenſi ve; or their Malice as odious, ör 
their IIl- nature as hurtful and injurious 
but this will ſoon vaniſh, and then there 
will certainly ſacceed in its room ſome 
Sentiments of Humanity, the Thoughts 
of having acted either rahly, or imprü- 
dently, or unjuſtifiably, 'to'the'Diſhonbyt 
of God, the Prejudice of Men, and un- 
worthy © then ſelves; which Reftdxions 
cannot but be attended with Tharp | Re, 
turns of Remorſe and Anguiſh, eſpec 
Iy in their Hours of Serieefß a RE 
tirement. JuBi * 93 t DAS oline 
To 160k back upon dur paſt Cle, | 
and to find that we have been big 4 . 
jurious to others, by interrupting their 
Peavey diſtarbing their Minds, waſting | 
22204 | ; their 
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their d= and Subſtance, and provok- 
ing their juſt Indignation in ſhort, that 
we, have been governed, not by Reaſon, 
but unruly, Paſſion, ta the Diſparage- 
ment of our Great Creator /and our Holy 
Religion, to the perhaps irretrieveable 
Detriment of our Neighbour, and the 
laſting Diſcredit of ourſelves: Such a 
Review muſt needs cauſe the moſt ſen- 
ſible Self. affliction; and therefore m 


| _ - depriveus % ae en and Satiſ- 


n. 

IV. . laſtly 3 "lo eee 
mut be eee To be 
convinced of Which, we need only conſi- 
der what it implies, and what Effect it 
commoônly has upon others. It implies, 
that we are governed by ſome unto ward 
Humour, ſome unſeemly Paſſion, or vi 
ciqus Habit. No .] ſuch P in 5 10 
ing ill- favoured in themſelves, and al. 
ways carrying a ſorbidding Aſpect, na- 
- turally beget Prejudice in others, render 

them diſaffected to us, and unwilling, if 
not unable, to. entertain ſo much a8 a 
an N kind 
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Kind or friendly Thought! of us. The 
Conſecquente of which is, that we enn 
have büüt very little Reaſo to expect 
they will ever be of much Setviee to ul. 
Nav it is wel if they de not render 
them not only dnwilling to help, but rea. 
dy to hurt us. For, ſuch ill Qualities 
commonly put Men upon hindering or 
Advancement, by ſtepping in between 
us and our Intereſt; and thus keeping 
us down where we are, if not ſinking us 
into worſe Citcumſtances. They err 
others both to think and ſpeak ill of 1 

and ſo to leſſen the Confidence and Eſteein "i 
that are neceſſary in thoſe” that ſtriye to 
improve their Fortunes. They forces 3 
them in ſome meaſure to contrive'Ways 
and” Means that may diſappoint or 1 
Hopes, defeat our beſt Deſigns," and 5 
fruſtrate our moſt earneſt Endeavours for 
increafing our Subftance 3 and ſometimes 
to take as much Care and Pains to dimi . 
nin, as we ourſelves can 8 to add to 
our Poſſeſſions. | FE 
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In . proſper in the World, a 
Man, ut, make hit, Court, ton ib t 
really deſerve, the Eſteem: and good 
Opinion of others: Which no one can 
reaſonably expect, that is governed by 
untoward Paſſion, or ill Habit, or is of 
a peeviſh or perverſe Temper or, which 
is the ſame, that is ſubje& to the Vice 
of Unpeaceableneſs. This therefore muſt 
mee — Þ ber 51 
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uE true Vin” of apy, thing i 
is that Which chiefly fy upp ts it, ! 
Now, what thus A the Virtue 1 
above, 1 am "here to e quire. Con ſider. 0 
ing We great Weight. and Ich portapce 1 
of it, ſurely it muſt ſtand upon a very 
firm Balis: But what i is this? ? and ver | 


are we to look for it? 
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Tusa & are ſeveral Matters that com- 
tribate tothe Support of Peaceableneſs 7 
bot che Chiefy” 'T'think; and that whictr 
ſtands in the Middle, is, that natural 
Right which Every Man has to the Eu- 
joymentof Pence: A Right that is beri 
wich us, and Which we receive at the 

ſame Time, and from the ſame Hand, 
as we do our Being. This is the Bottom, 
the main Corner: ſtone, upon Which the 
whole Building ſubſiſts. 4 
Tnar every one has a Right to e 
his Mind i in Peace, is as evident, as | pF 
he has a Right to uſe and enjoy any Fa- 
culty and — that God has given him, 
whether Judgment, or Memory, or Ca- 
paeity, or Strength, or Health, and the 
like. And that this Right is natural, Ir, 
give us by the original Charter, that, 
conveys the ſeveral Powers of the Mind, 
the Hand- Writing of God Himſelf,: * 
as certain. as that the Right we have to 
thoſe Powers is natural, or given us by 
the Hand of God. The neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of which is, that we are obliged 
7 5 


2 
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66 A Practical Efjay © 
to lea ve every one in full Poſſeſſion of this 
Right; not to interrupt or diſturb them 
in the Enjoyment of it, but rather to do 
our beſt to improve and confirm it to 
them, in purfuance of that Divine Writ. 
ing by which they hold it; that is, we 
are obliged to be pravedible- . 
r 
WuxàZE we to du otherwiſe, that 
is, to be croſs and perverſe, to be go- 
9 by Bitterneſs,” Malice, Anger, or 
any other hurtful Paſſion, we ſhould be 
found in effect to fight againſt God. It 
would be Itivaſion, Injuſtice, a ſort of 
Robbery, perhaps the worſt ſort 3 and 
belides, it would be oppoſing and mak- 
ing void the expreſs Appointment” of 
= Himſelf; and thetefore muſt be 
Going: the greateſt "Deſpite to kim, as: 
well as Prejudice to our Neighbour. 
Now, fince this is the e coal, 
quence of every Man' 8 having a natural 
Right to be quiet and eaſy, 130 to enjoy 
himſelf in Peace, unleſs, through noto- 


rious Miſbehaviour, he forfeits 8 his 
| ! ag 
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Title tor It igt int nesds follow, that 
ſich RSR ehe proper Foundation of 
this Vir ce Weh we are ſpeak itig of. 
HA hοꝗ] confidered the Nature, 

the Cauſes, Effects, and Foundation of 
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moſt turbulent, or are moſt prejudicial 
ta the Pex d Self: -enjayment. of ather 
Menz gne that has taught. and well age 
cuſtamed his Reaſon to command, and. 


bis Lyſks and, AtizQtiqns to. obey , that 
has diſciplined himſelf into a ri t Tem · 


PS alen with Eaſe and Pleaſyre 


ſay do ahh Paſſion, . when, influenced, moſt 


by its proper Object, - Hicherto, ſhals 
thou . bay no farther ; ks andi it rea- 


dily fi o 
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J mn this, he muſt» have juſt 
Notibus of the Divine Authority; that 
God, as Creator, and by virtue of the 
infinite Perfections He is and muſt needs 
be poſſeſſed of, is, and ever will he our 
ſupreme Head and Governor, our moſt 
tender Parent, our beſt Friend, and 
greateſt Benefactor, and in ſhort our 
only Happineſs; and that therefore He 
has a natural and neceſſary Right to rule 
over us, a Right that He Himſeif can- 
not cancel; and that this lays us under 
the ſtrongeſt Obligation to do whatever 


He requires of us; to love and to fear 


Him, to truſt in, to honour and, obey 
Him; and that our only poſſible Secu- 
rity muſt neceſſarily be, the obſerving 
duly and effectually all the Laws that He 
has ſet before us, whother by Name or 

Hralation:. 100-2900 ad mii ict 
Bur, more meer be muſt be 
ſenſible, that, ſinoe he cannot depart 
from his Duty, no moral Exil can befal 
him, neither the Devil, nor the World, 
nor the fleſh can ſeduce him into ſin, but 
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by means of .fame!Pafſion or other, ei- 
ther Love or Hatred. Hope or Fear, 
Joy or Sorrow, or Anger; He ought to 
their priper Objects, and within due 
Boundsz> or to teach them a willing and 
ready Submiſſion to the Will of Gd. 
As, that he may know this the bet - 

ter, he» ſtudies himſelf and his own Na+ 
ture, diligently ſearches into and exa- 
mines his in ward Parts, as the Pſalmiſt 
expreſſes it, hᷣi Reins and bis Heart; and 
conſiders, that he is in a State of Weak” 
neſo and Dependence; that he is made 
not to rule but obey, to follow. his 
Maſter's, tet his o.] Will, to aſſert 
the Prerogarive of his Reaſon, and not 
to be a Slave 0 any vile Affection. He 
dees not cbnceal, but calls up his Faults 
before him; he does not cheat bim ſelf 
to hlvRuln, by gloſſing overg falſty Ae- 
nying, er unjuſtly excuſing them; But 
judges himſelf fairly and impartially, by 
paſſing Sentence according to Truth up- 
upon every Part of his Miſbehaviour, 
0 . even 


3 he looks narrowly into this, to ſee whe- 


even that which is moſt retited from his 
om Sight. e {10-11 nonmmotton 
FanrkxR, ſince every one is naturally 
ſubject to ſome Paſſion more than others, 


ther in Times paſt ic has not often miſ- 
led him; and in order to be proof 
againſt its ill Suggeſtions for the time to 
come. As every Man has within him a 
Tree of forbidden Fruit, ſome Luſt, or 
Paſſion, or odd Temper, which eaſily 
beſets him, | which he is more inclined to 
by Conſtitution than any other, for the 
Trial of his Virtue, to ſee whether he 
will bel governed by it, or govern it in 
Submiſſion to the Divine Will, he is 
particularly careful of this Quarter; ſince 
here his chief Dunger lies, he is ever 
Piatchful to reduee chis nee que 
Subjection, UA 520 
Ap beſides, having juſt Notions of 
the Divine Authority, of human Paſ- 
ons, of "himſelf, and" of bis particular 
Failing,' orfavoutiteVice, the peaceable 
Man has * Eſteem for aun 
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pf what Place, Profeſſion, Country, 
Denomination, or Language ſocver 
hey be he conſiders them as Brethren, 
dr, as out Saviour requires, loves, his 


dus Temper, and a true Chriſtian Spi- 
it, his mind being opened, his Heart 
nlarged, and his Affections rightly ſea- 
oned, his Charity and Benevolence are 
s extenſi ve as the i aig its - 
hs ta ene Bl silke 


Havi thus a juſt Regard both fot 


n r a Diſturbance to the other. He does Þ 
is Noot indulge them; no not his favourite 


heir Happineſs. Though 


Compliance, he ſtands faſt, and will 
ot be overcome by them. Even though 
uch Denial be like cutting off 4 Sight. 
ul s wr a r he 


will 


Neighbour as himſelf, Being of a gene- 


od and Man, he takes due Care that 


baſſion, to the Damage or Diſquiet of 
others; but makes them ſubſer vient te 
heir Peace, and a Means t increaſe "1 


lines, and Conſtitutions prompts hin o 5 


— on 
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will not ſubmit; ; knowing, that to d 
turb others only to pleaſe oùrſelves, 
gratify ſome odd Humour, or in Ten 
per, or unruly Paſſion, is violating 
natural Right in Defiance of God, an 
to the Prejudice of Men; a Right th 
ſeems much greater cap any ak is of 
Civil Nature. 
Hv he does not ſuffer his Self o 
8 lead him into Envy, Covetouſneſ 
Pride, unjuſt Anger, Malice, and t 
like, 'that are the Cauſes of Strife an 
- Contention ; but he delights in Chriſti 
Charity, and true Fortitude, in the Kno 
ledge of himſelf and his Duty, in Cor 
tentment, and ſuch other Virtues as m 
turally produce Harmony and Ord: 
And hence he neither gives nor tak: 
_ unjuſt Offence himſelf; and if Offent 
happen among others, he uſes all'prude 
Means to prevent the Miſchiefs -—_ m 


re r t 


4 Tas is a juſt, thaw not' a- 0 
Image of a peaceable Perſon. - The 
are o many and ſuch adnitrable Tog! 
"I „ N 
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dients in the Compoſition, of, a complete 
Piece of this kind, that it is not eaſy to 


bring them together in ſuch. Order and 
Proportion as the Matter requires. As 


it is highly excellent, as well as uſeful, 
it is, the more difficult to repreſent it. 


Tri 


a i Shrub, or a ſingle Tree but it mut .» 
be an Artiſt indeed to produce à fine * * 


Lanſkape, or a beautiful Grove, W. or 
G. can paint a Cat, or a Cock, and per- 
haps to the Life; but it needs an H. or 
K. thus to exhibit the Picture of a Man, 
eſpecially of a B. or an A. In like man- 
ner, the greateſt Virtues are not drawn 
to the beſt Advantage without the great- 
eſt Difficulty. ; and it calls for much Care 
and Pains, as well as Skill, to give you 
an exact Portrait of that amiable Cha- 
racter of which we are ſpeaking, * 

To view this Point in the beſt Light, 8 
we muſt conſult ſome living Picture, 


the Life and Conduct of ſuch Perſons - 4 j 


as are remarkable for obſerving... with 
Raslence and Judgement all. the Laws * 


* 
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of Peace; that diſtinguiſn the Virtue 
from natural Temper; that are not ſo 
mean-ſpirited as to be led captive by their 
Paſſions, but have Courage enough to 
ſubdue them; that can diſcern unjuſt 
Violence and Fury from Firmneſs and 
proper Reſolution, and are above being 
ſubject to any ill Principle, or any thing 
whatſoever but Reaſon and Duty; ſuch 
as a P. or B. Men that are more admired 
and efteemed for their truly. Chriſtian 
Peaceableneſs, than for the exalted Dig- 


E - nity to which it has raiſed them. 


_ Sven Examples we ſhould firſt find 
out, and then imitate. This is the Way, 
and the only Way to ſee this delighttul 
Virtue in Perfection. If, by falling in 
love with it in others, we put on its 
Image, and tranſcribe it into ourſelves, 
we cannot but perceive” all the Beauty 
and Excellence of it; we ſhall view it in 
full and exact Proportion, and ſhall be 
as highly pleaſed with the Proſpect, as 
N by the Tn of It. | 
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of the Senſe of the Scripture concern- 
ing Peaceableneſs. 


NINCE this is derived from ſuch excel- 
| lent Virtues- as are an Ornament 
to our Nature, of the greateſt Uſe; and 
the higheſt Quality, and is attended with 
ſuch noble Effects, as very much pro- 
mote the Happineſs of Mankind; we 
may well expe& to find it in Holy Scri- 
pture very much recommended, and as 
ſtrictly enjoined, Accordingly you al- 
moſt every where meet with Paſſages to 
this Purpoſe. "as — 
Sr. Paul begins and ends ſeveral of us be 
Epiſtles with an earneſt Prayer for the 
Increaſe of this Virtue z and he exhorts 
thoſe he writes to, that they would be 
at Peace among themſelves*, and follow - 
after the Things that make for Peaces ; 


21 Tus. v. 13. 5 Rom. xiv. 19, 5 


E 2 that. 
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that they would e all Meekneſs | unto 
all Men e; to all without Exception, 
though of a different Country, Party, 
or Religion, of different Degree and 
Quality, or: of a different Temper, 
Education, and Endowments ; and he 
commands them, 70 ſtudy to be quiet ©, 
In his Epiſtle to the Epheſians he recom- 
mends Unity in the moſt preſſing and 
affectionate Terms, thus: I therefore, 
the Priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you, that 
ye wall worthy of the Vocation wherewith 

ye are called, with all Lowlineſs and Meek- 
neſs, woith Long: ſuſtering, forbearing one 
another in Love; endeavouring 10 keep 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
There is one Body, and one Spirit, even as 
he are called in one Hope of your Calling: 
one Lord, one Faith, one "Baptiſm, one 
God and Father 'of all', &c. That is, 
Ve are to be very loving, kind, and 
l to each other: As we have but 


Tir. iii. 2. 41 Tn zs. iv. 11, Ern. 
iv. 1, Kc. re eee | 


One 
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one Lord and Maſter, we ate to unite 
in Duty and Subjection to him; as we 
are Brethren, we are to love one another 
as ſuch; as we are to believe and pra- 
ctiſe the ſame Things, we-ſhould be of 
the ſame Mind and Behaviour; and as 
we are all Members of the ſame Body. 
there ought to be a cloſe Union and 
Agreement amongſt us. Accordingly 
we are elſewhere commanded, to be lite- 
minded, baving the ſame- Love, being of 
one Accord, of one Mind. We are told 
likewiſe, that it is an Honour for a Man 
to ceaſe from Strife ?; and, that the i 
dom that is from above, is fir pure, then 
feaceable, gentle, and eaſy io be entreated*; 

i. e. The true Spirit of Chriſtianity 
breathes nothing but Mildneſs, Gentle- 
neſs, and Peace; that we are Bretbren ; 
ought to hqve Peace ore with another * > 
And, ſays St. Paul, F it be poſſible, and 
as much as Heth i in you, live peaceably with", = 


rene ü. 2. 1 Prov. 21. 3. — 52 
ii. 17. i Paſſim. * Mark i. 30. „ 
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all Men. I it be poffible 3 that is, as 
far as it is in your Power, look to your- 
ſelf, govern your Paſſions, and correct your 
odd Humours, or uſe all ſuch Means as 
are at your Command, in order to live a 
quiet and peaceable Life. Others may 
give way to this ill Temper, and in- 
dulge that unruly Paſſion, either their 
Hatred, or Anger, or Malice, c. fo 
that in this Reſpe& it may not be poſ- 
ſible for you to preſerve Peace. But 
this is nothing to you: Let them an- 
ſwer for that. Do you, as far as lieth 
in you, live peaceably, and with all Men, 
howſoever they may behave ' otherwiſe, 
Let not their being quarrelſome or con- 
tentious, make you ſo too: 'For, as 
vou will not be anſwerable for their 
. ſo ſuch Faults cannot juſtify or 
Excuſe your doing likewiſe, + Wherefore 
be ſure/y6u take care of yourſelves, cor- 
rect your irregular Tempers, and ſub- 
due your unruly Paſſions 3 and fo, as to 


1 Rom, Xii. 18. 


your 
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your part, live peaceably with all Man- 
kind, what or whoſoever they are. 

AnD, ſays St. Peter, He that wit; love 
Life, and ſee good Days, let him ſeet Peace, 
and enſue it ® : i. e. He that will live hap- 
pily, muff live peaceably. And our 
Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf tells us, that 
Bleſſed are the Peace-makers ; for they ſhall 
le called the Children of God: i. e. Hap- 
py are they that are Inſtruments of Peace; 
becauſe they ſhall be eſteemed by God as 
his own dear Children. 

Now, if we take a View of theſe; 
and ſeveral other Paſſages to the- ſame 
Effect that might be produced, conſider- 
ing them as to the Occaſions on which 
they were ſpoken, the endearing Rela- 
tions they expreſs, the tender and exten- 
ſive Affection they convey, the power- 
ful-Influence they diſpenſe, the juſt Rea- 
ſons and ſolid Foundations on which. they 
enjoin the great Duty of Peaceableneſs; 


we may challenge any Inſtitution, Reli- 4 


= 1 PET. iii. 11. un Marr E. v. 9. 
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gion, or Law whatſoever, to recommend 
this Virtue in a better, or near ſo good 
a Light, and with ſo much Advantage, 
as the Holy Scripture does; and there- 
fore the peaceable Man, beſides the Na- 
ture of the Thing, makes this his Rule, 
in obſerving this Duty. 

Bur the Holy Scripture not only di- 
rectly enjoins Peaceableneſs, but requires 
all thoſe Virtues that are preparatory 
to, and forbids ſuch Vices as miſlead us 
from it. 

Fon Inſtance : We are to lous' as Bre- 
thren *'; and, not in Word and in Tongue, 
but. in Deed and in Truth : To love our 
Neighbour as ourſelves 2; not to judge, 
that we be not-judged ©, nor to condemn, 
Left wwe be condemned: That is, we are 
not to judge raſhly. of another Man's 
Thoughts, Words, or Actions, cenſur- 
ing and condemning them as ill, before 
we know they really are ſo: For ith 


© 1 Per, iii. 8. P 1 Jonn iii. 18. 4 Row. 
Xili. 9. * MATTH. vii. 1, [Lux vi. 37. 
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what \Fudgment * ve judge we | ſhall be 


judged, and with what Meaſure we mete it 
ſhall, be meaſured io us again; that is, ag 
we treat others in our Opinions and 
Judgments of them, ſo ſhall we hereafter 
be treated ourſelves, 1 . 

Ac Alx, we are 1% ſpeak Evil 15 no 
Man. — Not to be Tatlers, or buſy Bo 
dies, medling in other Mens Aan 
Not to be given to Slander, becauſe | 
© he that uttereth a Slander is a Fool, and J 
ſhall be cut of. 3671 

AGain, we are to be meet, — 10 
ceaſe from Anger and forſake Mratb.— 
"to put away a froward Mouth and perverje 
Libs. — We-are * not to be haſty in our 
Spirit Io be angry; for Anger en in 
the Boſom of Fools. 

Wr are. alſo to be merciful as our” | 
Father is merciful; — 'to bear one another; 
A, — 6% be Patione fowards" LS | 


t Ma- TT; vii. 2. * Tir. iii. 2. 5 I Tix. 
xv.13. ©Prov.x.18. 41 PRT. iii. 4. Eecr. 
vn. 9. (PRO v. iv. 24. 5E ex. vi. 9. Lor 
vi. Ws: i Gal, vii2, KI Tas, v. 144. Ke 
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Men, with long. ſuffering, forbearing one 
another i in Love. 


Ax p farther, we are 10 vt herſ 
to ho Man Evil for Evil, — but. "to love 
and pray for them that defpitefully uſe and 
| perſecute Us. 

Tusk and many other ſuch Rules 
and Virtues, which Chriſtianity. enjoins, 
are an admirable Preparative for Peace, 

Tavs our Holy Religion has made 
the beſt Proviſion that, can be defired 
for ſecuring Peace; all its Laws are 
Peace. This is one great End of its 
Inſtitution, and it recommends the belt 
Means that lead to if: And this is 
what the Evangelical Prophet beautifully 
deſcribes by ſaying — Je Wolf. ſhall 


dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 
Gall Iye down with the Kid, and the Calf 


and the young Lyon and the Fatling tope- 
#her, and a liitle Child ſhall lead them, 
Ec. meaning . that Peaceabl: 


* 
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neſs. is the natural Effect of obſerving 
the Chriſtian Doctrine. 

AnD.as our Holy Religion has thus 
enjoyned, after the beſt Manner, this 
excellent Virtue ; ſo on the other Side 
it as juſtly condemns the oppoſite Vice. 
I ſhall inſtance only in ſome few Paſſa- 
ges out of a great Number that 12 
be produced. | 

FIRST, I ſhall mention ſav: as di- 
rectly forbid Unpeaceableneſs. St. Paul 
exhorts thus, — Let all Bitterneſs, and 
Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and 
Evil ſpeaking be put away from you, with 
all Malice. — And * the Servant of the 
Lord muft not ſtrive, but be gentle to all 
Men ; that i is, he that will approve him- 
ſelf a true Servant of Gop, muſt not 
be contentious and quarrelſome, but a- 
bound in the Ornaments of a meek and 
quiet Spirit. And Solomon ſays; *Go 
not forth haſtily to ſtrive, left thou know 
not what to do in the Z nd Ys when 


Ex k. iv. 31. Tin. ü. 24. . 7 | 
ES. , E n 1 
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thy. Nil, hath put thee. to ſhame, — 
"The. Beginning F Strife is as. when one 
| leiteth out, Mater; therefore leave: off Con- 
tentian before it be medled with; — that is, 


When once Quarrels are begun, there is 


no knowing when or where they will 
end; ſo apt are they to encreaſe and 
multiply. Therefore beware of begin- 
ning them, or either prevent or ſup- 
preſs them at their firſt Appearance. — 
And he loveth Tranſereſſion that loveib 
Strife; that is, the Man that is quarrel- 
ſome cannot be guiltleſs. — And is an 
Hongur to a Man io ceaſe from Strife, but 
Fools, will he medling. And, ſays the 
great A poſtle,. ] bereas ibere is among 


| 25 You. Envying and Strife. and Diviſi ons, are 


Je not carnal and walk as Men, — or are 
ve not governed by Paſſion, and not 
Reaſon? 515 And, 7 Jou have bitter Eu- 
Wines and Strife in pour Hearts, glory not; 
for this Wiſdam deſcendeth not from above, 
| h ut 45 var: 0, ſenſual, deviliſh, But the 


155 „Prov. xv. 14. | \ Prov. xvi. 19. * Prov. 
XX. Zo | ki 1 Cox, .'3. * Jan, iii. 14 Oe. 
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Wiſdom, Cc. — For the Spirit of Strife 
and Envy, and that of Religion are di- 
rectly oppoſite; one is from above, the 
other from beneath; one being of Gop, 
and the other of the Devil. Our Savi- 
our ſays; An Houſe divided agaiuſt at/elf 
cannot ſtand. — And ſays St. Paul; I 
ye bite and devour one another, tate Heul 
ye be not conſumed one of another. "For 
where envying and Strife oo there 10 Con- 
fufion and every evil Work.” W n 

Tus is Uopeaceableneſ eoticerah#: 
in Holy Scripture. / To deter us from it, 
the Holy Spirit of Gop has exhibited it 
to us in all the various Lights in which- 
it is ca pable of being conſidered; — as 
leading to Shame and Contempt, — as 
uncontroulable when once let looſe 
as implying a vicious temper of Mind, 
— as the Effect of Weakneſs and Folly, - 
— as the Fruits of a corrupt Heart and 
carnal Mind, — as of an helliſn Diſpo- 
ſition, and proceeding from the Devil, 
= as tending to the Ruin of Families, : 


* 
— as 
> | 


= Jam, ill. 15. 
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— as. the: Cauſe of Confuſion. and all 
Sorts of Wickedneſs. 510 

Now what can be ſaid more 57 any 
Law-giver, or better in, any Religion or 
Law whatſoever, to put a Stop to, and 
prevent the practice of this Vice, to 
ſhew its Deformity, its Inconſiſtence 
with the divine Perfections, the ill Prin- 
ciples it proceeds from, and the Miſchief 
of all Kinds which it produces, * we 
b. abhor and deteſt it? 

Bor the Holy Scripture not only 4 
realy: prohibits the Vice itſelf, but the 
the ſeveral Cauſes which lead to it; 
fuch as Envy, Malice, Covetouſneſs, 
Pride, unjuſt Anger, and the like; 
and hereby endeavours to ſuppreſs it in 
its Wirth, 'before it be brought forth. 
In ſhort, it condemns every ill Temper 
and untoward Humour, or vicious Prin- 
eiple, that may betray us into this Sin; 
but it is needleſs to produce Inſtances of 
this Sort,” becauſe the Fa& is notorious, 

and I have partly done it already ander 
the foregoin g Head. 


Next 
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Nzxr to the Doctrine, it may not 
" gs 2 12 S 921% 10; 210 
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The nnen. F our Bleſed giv 
his Apoſtles, and thePrimitive br 


fians, in Regard to er 


A the Chriſtian Religion is of an 
excellent Temper, conſiders Man- 
kind as of the ſame Stock, and requires 
they ſhould treat each other as Bre- 
thren: So our bleſſed Saviour, whilſt up- 
on Earth, ſet us an Example that was 
exactly . agreeable to his Doctrine; ex- 
emplifying in his Conduct thoſe gloxious 
Virtues that he enjoined us by Precept. 
To be very particular on this Point 
may be thought tedious: I ſhall therefore 
content myſelf with a ſhort and. general 7 
View of his Conduct in this Reſpect. 
Ix the firſt Place, to ſet us an Ex» 


ample of brotherly Kindneſs, and to 


teach us how ready we ſhould be to do 
Good 


| Diſeaſe among the People. 


that admirable Diſcourſe he made on the 
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Good 40 Others: When 3 
to him all fick People that were taken with 
divers Diſeaſes and Torments, © and theſe 
that. were poſſeſs with Devils, and thije 
that were lunatic, and thoſe that bad the. 
Palſy, he healed them, We do | not 
find he aſked who they were, of what 
Religion, Sect, or Party, of what Na- 
tion M Mindred; but conſidering them 
as Men and Brethren, He bealed all 
Manner of Sickneſi, and all Manner «f 


Ap then to ſhew his Compaſſion for 
the Ignorant, and thoſe: that erred from 
the Truth, how ready was he to inſtruct 
his Followers, how ſuitable his Agdreſs, 
how familiar his Language, yet how 
forcible; how profound his Sentiments, 
yet how eaſy to be underſtood; | witneſs 


Mount. Sometimes he ſpake plainly, 
and ſometimes in Parables, as was moſt 
unk to his kleapers, | 


27 Marr. iv, 24. ; Marr. iv, 23. 
AND 
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Ap to ſet us a Pattern of Charity, 
ow compaſſionate was he to the Poor 
and Needy? He fed even Five Thou- 
ind Men at once, and Four Thouſand, 
ſides Women and Children, at an- 
ther Time. 4 
And to teach us Meekneſs, how 
almly does he treat the unparalell'd 1 
Perverſeneſs of Jeus, though they uſed 
all the Art, even all the Means poſ- 
ſible, to expoſe and ruin him, yet wick 
what Mildneſs and Gears does he 
defend himſelf againſt them? #8: 
Wirng what Temper does ns b 
even the Devil himſelf, in his Converſa- 
tion with him in the Wilderneſs, when 
he was Faſting, though he knew his 
Deſign was to ſeduce and deſtroy him, 
ſaying only, Thus and thus it is written 5 
referring him to the Scripture ner 4 fl: 
lution-of is enſnaring Queſtions. 
Anp even when he was fold 5 bes | 
trayed, and by one of his own Diſciples, . 
al that he fake | to him in return, was only 
| this 
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this; * Friend, <wherefore art thu come? 
Betrayeſt thou the Son of Man with a Ki! 
And when he found. his Diſciples uncom 
cerned and all aſleep at the moſt critical 
Juncture, though he had foretold them 
juſt before that he was about to be be. 
tray*d, he only ſaid to them; al! 
Could you not watch with me one Hour 
At the ſame Time he*ſaid to the Mul 
. titude, that was to apprehend him, no 
thing more that this; Are ye come out at 
"againſt a Thief, with Swords and Stave 
for to take me? I ſate daily with yn, 
teaching in the T. n 220 5 {ad no huli 
onda hes 
Ang. bn INTE Tryal, thoogh many 
falſe Witneſſes appeared againſt: him, 
and the High-prieſt, without the leaſt 
Evidence, condemned him of Blaſphe- 
my; — and upon his Appeal to. the 
People, they declared him . thereupon 
guilty of Death; and though they then 


* MAT. xxvi. 50. * Mar. xxvi. 40. Mar. 
xxvi. 55. | Fu 
pit 
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ſp it in his Face, and buffered him, and 
mote him with the Palms of their 
Hands, and deliver'd him bound to 
Pontius Pilate the Roman Governor, in- 
ſiſting, with all the Bitterneſs and Ma- 
lice "imaginable, and without the leaſt 
Guilt or Crime proved againſt him, 
that he ſhould be crucified ; and after- 
wards, when they obtained a Sentence 
againſt him, by Noiſe and Tumult, 
took him into the Common-hall, ſtripr, 
and, with the utmoſt Scorn and Con- 
tempt, put on him a Scarlet Robe, and 
having platted a Crown of Thorns, in 
ridicule for his having aſſumed the Title 
of King, put it on his Head, and bow- 
ing the Knee before him, mock*d him, 
lying, Hall King of the Jews! and 
ſpit upon him, and took a Reed and 
ſmote him on the Head; and even whilſt 
he was hanging on the Croſs, tho“ paſ- - 
ling by, they reviled him, wagging their 
Heads; and the Chief-prieſts alſo wth” 
the. Elders mock*d him. 


Nor wIT R-. 
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Norwtrnsraurxe all this il 
Treatment, this long Train of the high: 
eſt Provocations, the moſt inhuman Bar. 
barities; does he diſcover any Anger of 
Bitterneſs? Though he did no Sin, 
neither was Guile found in bis Mouth; 
yet when he was reviled, did he revil: 
again? When he | ſuffered , did he 
threaten? Not at all; but only com. 
mitted himſelf to him that Judgeth 
righteouſly, after he had prayed for 
them; ſaying, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do: What 1 
Pattern is this of Mildneſs and Gentle 
neſs, of Meekneſs, . Submiſſion, and 
Forbearance ? mono 
| To be ſhort, our Bleſſed Sabidür has 
given us the moſt perfect Example of 
Beneficence and Compaſſion, of Charity 
and Meekneſs, of Patience and good 
Nature, and the like excellent Virtues; 
and therefore of Peaceableneſs, 


4 Luxe xxiii, 34. 


Wr never find him engaged in any 
Quarrel, or ſiding. with any Party, or 
rellecting upon agy Perſon; neither 
hearkening to ill Reports, nor biaſs'd 
by ill Suggeſtions, nor judging .unchas 
fitably of any one's Conduct: No; on 
the contrary. how ſweet is his Temper, 
how mild his Expreſſions, and how in 
offenſive his whole Behaviour? How 
ready was he to prevent and ſuppreſs Diſ- 
putes and Contentions, to remove the 
Prejudices of Party and Faction, to 
qualify: Peoples ill Humours, and gently 
lead them into the right, Way? How 
favourabler in his Judgment, how un- 
moved by Reſentment, and how kind} . 
and Hesel in ens the e, 
Injuries? 
Ix pEED by n treat * Scribes and; 
Phariſees, with ſome Sharpneſs and Se- 
verity : But why? Not out of ill Tem- 
per, or ill Will, or any undue Paſſion ;' 
but quite the contrary, out of Kindneſs 
to them, to correct their ill -Humours, 
en their Miſtakes, and reform their 
Lives, 
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Lives; becauſe he would bare all Men 
to be ſaved. ey 

Tux were a ver 1 aha moroſe 
Sort of People, . and hardened, 
even againſt the Evidence of their on 
Senſes; full of Pride, Ambition, and 
Hypocriſy; of Extortion and Exceſs; 
Enemies to Truth, blind Guides that 
{trained at a Gnat and ſwallowed. a C. 
mel; that made nothing of tranſgreſſing 
the greateſt moral Duties, at the ſame 
Time they were punctual in obſerving 
certain Rites and Ceremonies of little 
or no Conſideration; they were Ser- 
pents and a Generation of Vipers, thro 
the great Miſchief they did by their ill 
Doctrines and worſe Examples. Accor: 
dingly our bleſſed Saviour ſharply re. 
bukes them; but, as I ſaid, not out of 
. Paſſion and Anger, not Hut of ill, but 
good Will towards them, So that in 
this Inſtance likewiſe, he is an Example 
of Peaceableneſs, and highly worthy our 
Imitation. For the endeavouring to cor. 
rect and reſorm Mens Lives, and after a 


proper 


t 
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roper Manner, is certainly a Means of 
Peace, and | worthy the _ EY: | 
1d Goodneſs. Fong 

Bur here I beg Leave to top a little, 
nd enquire 3 — Do we thus behave our- 
elves? — Do we check our Anger and 
uppreſs our Reſentment, forbear ill 
anguage and refrain from every Degree 
ff Prejudice, preſerve ſuch an Evenneſs 
f Temper and Decency of Behaviour, 
becomes a Man and a Chriſtian, un- 
ler the greateſt Provocations, or even 
nder the leaſt? Do we diſcover on 
uch Occaſions ſo great a Regard for 
cace as our bleſſed Saviour did? Do 
ve put off all theſe, Anger, Wrath, 
alice, Sc. and put on, as the Elect 
f Gop, Bowels of Mercies, Meekneſs, | 
.ong-ſuffering, Forbearing one another, 
ven as Car1sT/ forgave his Enemies? 
f this be bur Behaviour, bleſſed are we. 
or we are not only the Imitators of 
HRIST, but the Children of G0 
he Gop of Peace. | Wt 
A PEN Ne | Axpo 


* 3 * Prafical Effay 
" Anp as our Bleſſed Saviour has ſet u 
a noble Example of Peaceableneſs; fh 
likewiſe did the Apoſtles and primitin 
Chriſtians. Was I to juſtify this Af 
ſertion by producing Particulars, | 
ſhould be obliged to write the Lives 
thoſe ancient Worthies : For their wholc 
Behaviour was one continued Plan, a 
compleat Portrait of this Virtue. 
- Firsr, Let us enquire what Provoct- 
tions, what Uſage they met with; —To 
inſtance in one of the moſt conſiderable, 
- viz, St. Paul, who gives this Account df 
himſelf; I have been in Stripes abr 
. Meaſure, in Priſons frequent, in Dealt) 
oft ; of the Jews five Times received | 
Forty Stripes, ſave one; thrice 04s [ 
beaten with Rods, once was I ſtoned, thrit 
T ſuffered Shipwreck, a Night and a Di 
1 have been in the Deep; in Fourneying 
often, in Perils of Waters, in Peril, i 
Robbers, in Perils by mine qwn Conntry: 
men, in Perils by the Heathen, in Peril 


RR 
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in the City, in Perils in the Wilderneſs, in 


Brethren: iu carineſi and Painfulpeſs, 
in Watching» Mei, in Cold and Nala. 
nee, Be, M eee n 
Tus, indeed is an Account only of 
St. Paul and his Sufferings; but in the 


Subſtance of it, it is applicable to all the 
reſt: For elſewhere, ſpeaking; of the 4 


Apoſtles in general, he fays; I think 


that God has ſet forth us the Apoſtles la, 4 
as it were appointed to Deutb. Fur ue are 
made a SpeFtacle lo the World, and is 
Angels, and to Men. "We art weak, bug - | 


Je art” firony's he are Vonourable, but we 


are deſpiſed." Even unto this preſent Te": | 4 | 


we bath hunger, and thirſt, and are naked, 
and are buffetted, © and have no certain 
dwelling Place; 4 1d labour, working awith - 
our Hands. We are made as the Filth 3 
the World, and are the Of: a. of * 
8 add ibi ts : 


1 Cox. iv. 8, 6c. 


* 1 
9 ws 1 


Perils in be Sena, ii Pefils among falſe 


8 
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* "Tis, we ſee, was the diſmal Caſe 
F 0 the Apoſtles but not of them only, 
but alſo of many of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians ; ſo that we may apply to both to- 
gether the Words of St. Paul; *Others 
bad hal of cruel Matkings and Scourg- 
ings ; yea moreover of | Bands and Impfiſon- 
_ .they were ſtoned, they were fawn 
der, were tempted, were ſlain with 
| 1 Neue, They wandered about in Sheep- 
bs and Goat-ſkins, being deſtitute, affiit- 
ed, tormented ; they wandered in Deſerts, 
and in Mauntains, and in Dens and Caves 
e the Earth, + A 15 
FTuis was the Treatment the A- 
| poſt les and primitive Chriftjans met 
: with from a prejudiced, ignorant, ſa- 
vage, and barbarous World theſe the 
Provobations, than which; none ; could 
poſſiblybe. greater. And how did they 
| behave under them? Did they fret or 
complain? Did they ſhoot ofit their Ar- 
i roms, or 2 Words? Did they abuſe 


F : 
8 Hes. xi * Sc. 
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and revile; or break out into the BE... a 
Rage and Fury at their Enemies? Did 
they go about, expoſing their Conduct, 
publiſhing their Vices, and endeavours 
ing, by all the Means they could, to 

ſet Mankind againſt them? 


TH1s, indeed, is no mote than what 2 


might. have been expected, conſidering 
the abominable Uſage. they met with. 
Andithis is what many of their Follow- 
ers, Perſons that glory in their being 


Chriſtians, do at this Day, and for Of- ö 


fences of much leſs Conſideration, meer 
Trifles, of which a wiſe Man would not 


vouchſafe the leaſt Notice, Being in the * | 


greateſt Rage upon the molt unwarrant- 
able Occaſions. Theſe Men muſt needs 
think themſelves wiſer than thoſe of M 
that were inſpired by the Holy @þoſt. 
For they can ſee Reaſons ſufficzent for 
indulging their Paſſions and ill Nature, 


where the Apoſtles could diſcegn none; 1 
and they are certain that this or that 


Treatment which is, or appears, ill to 
N is not to be born, akhoygh they 
9 5 F 2 © mult 
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mu i know that our Saviour, the Apo- 
tes, and their Followers endured what 
= was. vaſtly worſe. Theſe were patient 
1 under the ſoreſt Evils; but Men, at this 
| ime, are angry and impatient under 
the llighteſt Provocations. They could 
bear « all Things, but we can bear no- 
ae, Such Reſentments as their Pra- 
Rice directly condemns, our Conſciences 
"an readily allow, And ſuch ill Returns 
we ad for and juſtify, rather than be 
"aw of which they ſubmitted to the 
ſevereſt.  Hardfhips. We follow our 
1 - OWn perverl Humours, and they fol- 
43 lowed t the ind of CHRIST. 

4. InsTZAD of being angry, malicious, 
angyrevengeful, when reviled they bleſ- 
ſed, being perſecuted they ſuffered," be- 
ing, cf med they intreated. This was 
i the Behaviour, this the Mildneſs, Gen- 
tleneſs, and Submiſſion of the Apoſtles 
and primitive Chriſtians? They were 
05 overcome of Evil, but overcame Evil 


4's 1 Cox. iv. 11, 12. 
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with Good. They neither ſaid or alt 
Thing that could give juſt Offence: | 
And though they were Sufferers to the 
higheſt Degree, they always maintaine 
their Chriſtian Courage and Reſolution. 
Hence they never reſented ill F. reat- 
ment with an effeminate Heat of Patt 
ſion, or a peeviſh Sharpneſs of Expreſ- 
ſion, or in a ſullen "Mood, we | 


Malice and Revenge, — No; this the 
don't appear to have once thought 0 
but ſeem to leave ſuch Matters entirely - > 
to Gop, even in the Midſt of their Tor- 
tures, whether on the Croſs, or the 
Rack, or the Wheel, or in the Flames 
or thrown to wild Beaſts, or condemn d 
to the Mines, or torn aſunder by Branches 
of Trees, or burnt alive in pitch*a' 
Coats, -or boiled in Pots of Oil or Lea 
Sc. Whatever their Puniſhment" Was, 
they kneeled down and prayed eatneſtly 

to Gop for their Murtherers, beſeechill 


him not to 0 ſuch Things to their 
Charge. 


1 
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By this, and. ſuch like Behaviour, 
they ſet the World a Pattern of ſuch 
a. peaceable Temper and Carriage as 
would, if peſſible, make all Mankind 
eaſy and happy, were they to walk by 
it; a Pattern that,” if duly obſerved, 
muſt render us a Comfort, and the great- 
eſt Comfort to each other; if neglected, 
we muſt be perpetually the Occaſion of 
mutual Trouble and Diſquiet. 
 AGREFABLE to which, Hiſtory in- 
forms us, that before the Time of our 
F Saviour and his Apoſtles, the World 
Was generally. over-run with Strife and 
Contention, with the moſt « implacable 
Animoſities and hurtful Diviſions; the 
Fews abominated the Gentiles, eſteeming 
them as mere Refuſe and worſe than no- 
thing; inſomuch that they refuſed them 
a Cup of cold Water, and to ditect them 
in their Road: A Degree of Prejudice 
this, that can ſcarce be expected from 
rational Creatures. 
Ox the other Side; the Genliles made 
* 2 Stock of "> Tews, and 
| . © ſpoke 
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ſpoke of them as fit only for Objects of | g | 


Contempt and the vileſt 7 
And if the Caſe of the Gentile Nations, 

in Reſpect to one another, was not Þ 
bad, it was bad enough; for they were 
continually quarrelling and fighting, and 
not only treated each other as Slaves, 
but with the utmoſt Inhumanity, ſelling 
them as brute Beaſts and Ea Vis 
them for ic Diverſion, | 1 

In Pr. 

ample and Prizctiivg of our Svc, his 
Apoſtles and Followers, Men laid aſide 
their unreaſonable Prejudices, embrac'd 

more generous Principles, and begun 40 
be much more civilized. Being con- 
vinced bf the Abſurdity of their nar- 
row and mean Notions, their idle Diſtin- 
ctions, and their unjuſt Hatred and En- 
mity to each other; they dropt their 


ſenſeleſs Diviſions, became aſbam?'d'; of 


their“ Feds and Animoſities, and ſolt⸗ 


ned, by Degrees, into a truly. noble, 


generous, and Chriſtian Temper. 


F 4 
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Tuts indeed, is no more than what 
was foretold by the Prophet Jaiab. — 
Speaking of Cux 1sT's Kingdom and the 
Peaceableneſs of it, he ſays; They ſhall 
of beat their Swords into Plow ſhares, and their 
Spears into Pruning Egos. — Nation ſhall 


not-dift up Sword again#t , Nation, neither 


Hall they learn War any more. 
AnD thus it was for ſeveral Ages, 
The firſt Chriſtians lived. like themſelves 
in Love and Friendſhip; following their 
great Maſter's Example, in going about 
doing good, as long as they kept at a 
© Diſtance from the Pleaſures and Vanities 
of this World. At length, the Church, 
being incorporated with the State, by 
Degrees fell away. Having taſted of 
the Luxury that then prevailed, it grew 
careleſs and lukewarm in its Diſcipline, 


Temporal Concerns having got the bet- 


ter of ſpiritual, Chriſtians ſoftned in 
7 their Eaſe, and grew more fond of in- 
| creaſing in Riches, than in Grace and 


7 


Goodneſs 


as 
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Goodneſs, i Being mix'd with the Hea- 
then, they learned their Works, be- 
came wanton and quarrelſome, broke in- 
to Parties and Diſtinctions; and ſo, by 
Degrees, loſt the truly generous, and 
molt excellent Spirit of Chriſtianity, 

THAT this Corruption has been con- 
tinued to the. preſent Times, I wiſh we 
could ſafely deny. Are not too many 
Chriſtians now more ſolicitous to ſecure 
the Riches and Honours of this World, 
than the Glories of the next? It was quite 
otherwiſe ig the purer Ages of the 
Church; when Men, as the Apoſtle _ 
ſpeaks, uſed this World as not abuſing 
it, conſidering that the Faſhion of it 
paſſeth away. 

Fox a conſiderable Time at r, 
Men lived as they taught; not only 
preached, but practiſed the noble Vir. 
tues of Humility and Meekneſs, Chari- 
ty and Patience, and all other Duties 
that are apt to promote and preſerye 
Peace. They conſidered Chriſtianity aq 
cording to the Truth and Excellence of 
F 5 it 


— 


Mature and Tendency of it. 
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it;-as um Infticution full of good Na. 
ture and Kindneſs, of Benevolence and 
Compaſſion, of that unconfined and 
' boundleſs : Goodneſs which deſerves al. 
ways to be much admired, and cannct 
be too highly commended ; of that di. 
vine Spirit as is worthy of its Author, 
and the glorious End propoſed by it; 
And they not only thus conſidered, but 
acted agreeably to it. | 

Dip we well attend to this one Nein 
we ſhould be aſhamed to profeſs the 
Name and claim the Privileges of Chr 
ſtians, and act ſo much beneath the true 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, We ſhould not 
acknowlege the divine Authority, Puri 
ty, and Excellence of our Religion, 
that it tends to make the World happy 
by 'enfoining every Thing that makes 
for Peace; and, at the ſame Time, live 
in Malice and Envy, Strife and Conten- 
tion, and ſupport a mean and ungene- 
Tous Spirit, quite contrary to the whole 
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Bur after all, it will be urged, per- 
haps; that, as Matters now ſtand, Was 
a Man to behave according to the Rules 
laid down above, as Rules of Peace, it 
would rather provoke than prevent Af- 
fronts and Injuries, and be a Means to 
invite a ſelfiſh and ill natured World 
to trample upon, and continually abuſe, 
rather than admire and imitate him in 
ſuch Behaviour. | . 

Now ſüppoſing this true; we may 
anſwer, that Gop's Will is to be 7 
let the Conſequence be what it will. 
he expreſsly enjoyns ſuch Virtues as Fg 
turally lead to Peace, we are to ob- 
ſerve them, howſoever, thibugh the 
Perverſeneſs of Men, theſe Virtues may 
be made to produce Effects quite con- 
trary to themſelves. ; a 

Bes lors, it is much to be queſtiened 
whether this would commonly be the 
Caſe. For though there are ſome few: 
Jo baſe as to inſult or oppreſs a peace- 
able Man, only becauſe they think they 
may 1 it ſafely; yet we muſt ſuppoſe 
| EE 
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1 far the greateſt Part act upon more 


generous Principles. Nay, we find this 
in Fact to be true; for who ſo ſecure, 


let Things happen never ſo ill, as thoſe 
who have been particularly careful ne- 
ver, without Reaſon, to offend or give 
others the leaſt Uneaſineſs? - 

Tavs much for the Example of our 
Saviour, his Apoſtles, and the primitive 


Chriſtians, in Regard to Peaceableneſs. 


CHAP. X. 


of the Notions tbe Heathens bad 
ooncerning Unpeaceableneſs and its 


nne. 


T is well known, that in the beſt of 
their Syſtems of Morality, before they 


N four of the ſeveral Virtues, they pre- 
miſed an Account of the Nature, Pro- 


perties, and Effects of the Paſſions, 
without Doubt, among other Reafons 


with Deſign to teach Mankind, by £ 


eee their Faſſions, not only 
; D 2 
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practiſe the following Virtues, but alſo 
to avoid Strife and Uneaſineſs, and to ſe- 
cure perpetual Peace and Comfort. 
Bur to bring this Point into a rea- 
ſonable Compaſs, and to ſhew it to the | 
beſt Advantage, 1 ſhall ſpeak firſt f 
the Doctrines of the Stoics, this being 
one of the  wiſeſt Sefts among the Hea- 
thens; however, one that enquired as 
much, and taught as well, concerning 
human Happineſs and the Means that 
lead to it, as any that ever ſpoke 5 4 
the mere Light of Nature. | 
Anp as it would be endleſs to produce = 
all that has been writ upon this Subject by _ i 
this Sect alone; I ſhall therefore ſingle 
out ſuch Paſſages as ſeem to be moſt 
material, and that ſpeak. the n to 
the preſent Purpoſe. 
Tur were ſo ſenſible of the Soul = 
Miſchief of Unpeaceableneſs and the 
Paſſions that cauſed it, that to prevent 
one, they were-for rooting up the other 
to the very Bottom, The Paſſions they. xe 
eee as evil in n, and 
therefore 2 
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þ JM thought the only Way to be 
ſecure from them was to remove them 
entirely, not to correct but to cut them 
quite off, and deſtroy the very Seeds 
from whence they ariſe. Though this 


Was carrying the Matter too far, yet it 


. ſhews how careful they were to ſuppreſs 
every Principle that might be prejudicial 
to Peace. This they eſteemed fo valu- 
able, that they taught that the Vitals of 
Nature were to be torn out rather than 
leave Room for any Thing hurtful to 
it. Having thus ſtopt the Fountain, 
the Streams mult dry up of Courſe ; fo 
that they had little Occaſion to ſpeak 

much more upon this Head. 
Tex, in Regard to the Vices that 
are the Source of Unpeaceableneſs, they 
tell you that Selfiſhneſs is a Contraction 
of Mind, and a ſure Indication of a 
mean Spirit; — Ill Nature a Contra- 
diction to the Laws of Gop, and the 
true Intereſt of Mankind; — Envy, as 
a Saw and Ulcer to the Soul; — Malice 
and Revenge, as a certain Token of a 
weak J 


* 
** 1 
* . — 


; weak and. manners Mind; Anger, 
as a ſhort Madneſs ; and the like. I hus 


Quarrel and Contention. , 
Bur the more effectually to prevent 
all Uneaſineſs and Diſquiet ; they taught, 
that the Advantages of Body, and For- 
tune, and the intellectual Abilities of the 
Mind, with the A fﬀections and Paſſions 
that are the fole Cauſe of Unpeaceable. 
nels, being not in our Power, can ſcarce - 
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| they condemn thoſe Vices that lead to 1 ; 


be faid to belong to us, and are there- | 


fore to be lightly eſteem'd by us; that 


nothing is properly good, but what was 


pious, juſt, honourable, and humane; 


and that nothing was evil, but what was 
wicked, unjuſt, vile, and inhuman 3 that 
Virtue, and this only, could make us 
happy, and wife, and free, and Maſters 
of ourſelves ; and therefore is the only 
Object worthy our Defire, Care, and 
Endeavour; that fetting aſide all Anxi- 
ety, Struggling, Uneaſineſs, and Con- 


tention about the Riches, Honours, and 


98 of this World, the whole Bu- 
ſineſs 
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ſineſs of Hife was to ſet our Souls quite 
* ſrec us free ag when the great Creator 
| gave them to us, to diſengage them from 
jarring Strife, and perplexing Troubles, 
and other Corruptions of human Nature 
which are wont to torment and tyrannize 
over them. 

By theſe, and ſuch like, e, Doctrines | 
it is plain they cut off alt ccaſions of 
Unpeaceableneſs; every Principle is ſup- 
preſſed, every Channel is ſtopt, every 
Cauſe is removed that is apt to lead us 
into this Vice. 

O the other Side, they ſpeak as ho- 
» nourably and teach as juſtly concerning 
the . oppoſite Virtue z/ eſpecially of the 
© Cauſes that produce it. Be always, ſay | 
4 they, doing Service to Mankind, and 
let this conſtant Generoſity be your only 
Pleaſure ; — ſubmit to the Powers above, 
and be ever helpful and benevolent to o- 
thers; — let no Man work and diſturb | 
> © his Mind to no Purpoſe ; come Home, 
and make all ſure there; — think upon 
nn but well you could freely diſ- 

| cover 
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over; — if your Soul was laid open, 
et nothing appear but what is ſincers, 


libertine or luxurious Fancy, nothing of 
Litigiouſneſs, Envy, or unreaſonable 
Suſpicion 3 nor any Thing elſe that will 
not bear the Light without bluſhing. 
Every one ſhould keep to his Poſt, and 
be content with what Providence aſſigns 


wards me; what is that to me? The 
Action is his, and the Will that led him 


it, — * The Caſe of the Angry and Re- 
vengeful is as an Excreſcence of the 
World, breaks off from the Conſtitution 
of Nature, and inſtead of a Limb be- 
comes an Ulcer. - . 
NexT we may add an Expreſſion of 
Socrates, though he was of a different 
School. — It is not lawful,” ſays he, even 
for him that receives. n Injury to return 


as. 


G Vid. Simplicius on area, chap. XXvil. - 4, 


- > 


. 


. ” 


him, — A Man miſbehaves himſelf to- 


to it is his, and therefore let him look to 
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good natured and publick ſpirited; no ” 


it, as the common Pec le 1 ne linte * 
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it is not right, in any Caſe to do an In 
Jury. Theſe, and ſuch like are the Di 

ctrines of Socrates and the Stoics; which 
if conſidered all together, make up 
Scheme, admirably well contrived te 
promote and (eſtabliſh Peace and Quiet 
neſs, and to prevent and ſuppreſs Quit. 
rel and Contention. 
Tux ſame Sort of Notions you find 
prevailed among others of the polite 
Parts of the heathtn World. For 
Peaceableneſs was worſhipped by the 
Romans as a Deity, which ſhews hoy 
excellent they thought it in itſelf, hon 
noble in its Quality, how beneficial in 
its Effects; in ſhort, how divine in its 
Nature, and how valuable for 1 its Good- 
neſs: Accordingly, in Honour to it, 
they erected Temples, and inſtituted 
| divine Worſhip. And farther to ſhey 
3 their Veneration for this Virtue, it was 
| ſtampt on the Coins and Medals of their 
1 Emperors, in the Ferm of a Virgin 
holding in one Hand a Cup, and in the 

Wer the Horn 'of Plenty, to intimate 
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the Chearfulneſs, Sol Humour, and 
plenty, which muſt needs abound 


where this flouriſhes, This proves hoWW 
ſenſible they were of the admirable Fruits 
of this excellent Quality, and the noble 
Characters it. ought to be diſtinguiſhed * 
by. 

Irs Oppoſite, VIZ, Unpexceableneſs, 
was repreſented in another Light, llt 
appeared, indeed, as a Deity among the Þ 
Greeks, but a very miſchievous one, She 
is faid to have been baniſhed Heaven 
for ſowing Diſſention amongſt the Gods, 
According to the Manner of thoſe Times 
Ariſtides repreſents her as having dread. 
ful and 'fiery Eyes, to ſhew the Rage 
and Fury that attend this Vice; a pale 
Countenance, to ſhew the Malice and 
Envy, the ill Nature and Diſquiet both 
of Mind and Body that cleave to it; 48 1 
having black and blue "Lips, to ſhew *«J 
the foul Language, and other fuch likes 
Miſchiefs it occaſions; and ag wearing a 
Dagger in her Boſom, to intimate the , 1 
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Cruelty and Bloodſhed that Is often the et 
Conſequence of this Evil. 
Tuus you ſee how juſtly even the FP? 
Heathens thought upon this Subject, 
what an ill Opinion they entertained of 
Unpeaceableneſs and the Paſſions that 
| lead to it, and what noble Sentiments NE: 
they had of the oppoſite Virtue and thoſe 
eminent Qualities that are the Cauſe of 
it; though they had nothing but the 
Light of Nature to direct them. 
Now ſince both Reaſon and Scri- 
pture lay ſuch a vaſt Streſs on this 
Virtue of Peaceableneſs, it muſt be, 
without Doubt, a very neceſſary Duty ; 
which Point ſeems of that Moment as 
to deſerve a diſtinct Conſideration. 


C HA p. XI. 
— FP" f gy Neeeſity f Peaceablentſs 
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1 I nougn this may ſeem too evident 
. „. to heed. any Proof or Illuſtration, WW 
* yer It 1 0 deſerve particular Con- 


13 


ok ſidfation 


- 8 
. , rY « . 


* ; * * 


on PEACE ABLENESS. 117 
ideration 3 becauſe it will be of great _. 
Advantage to view it by itſelf, and as 
eparate from other like Circumſtances, - ' 
„I. Tais Virtue is neceſſary, from 
he Nature and Reaſonableneſs of it. It 
; aState that carries with it the higheſt” 
Reaſon and Wiſdom. View it on which _ 
Side you will, it wants neither "Beauty __ 
or Perfection to recommend it, How © r 
atifatory is it to the Mind? how ap- 9 
proved of by the beſt Judgments? and ü 
ow amiable to the cleareſt Underſtanld-·· 
ings? how delightful even to the Eye? 
and how engaging to 905 of Senſe and hy 88572 
Experience? how excellent in the Cauſes 
that produce it? and how glorious in 
its Effects? What Prudence does it ſup- 
doſe? what excellent Qualities of al! 
Sorts attend it? and what abundance of 
good Things never ceaſe to 80 a. 
with it? 8 26/3 
IL FARTHER This 1 is be. ä 
ceſſary, becauſe it is of. univerſal Benefit, Py 
and for the Happineſs of all Mankind. 
Was it of Service only to a few, or at 
| | ſocle 
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ſome certain Times, or on ſome parti. 
cular Occaſions, there would be leſs to 
be ſaid in its behalf; but its good Influ- 
© ences are ſo general, and its good Ef. 
fects ſo numerous, that, like the com. 

mon Kir, or the Light of the Sun, 
*% there is no one but what has a Share in 
2 the Advantages ariſing from it. High 
and Low, Rich and Poor, all Orders 


and at all Times, are the ene for this 
fingic Virtue. 


A As it produces the beſt Fruits, and 


Pleaſures and improves every Advan- 
tage ; as it is always in Seaſon, and fa- 


ry one's Circumſtances, and is able to 
advance every Man's Condition; no 
wonder it is of univerſal Benefit, and 
endeavours the Happineſs of all Man- 


this Account. 
III. PeAcraBLENESS/is. likewiſe ne- 


without 


1 
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A and Degrees of Men, in every Way, 


of every different Kind, inereaſes every 


vours every good Deſign, and ſuits eve- 


kind, and that is highly n. on 


n becauſe nothing can be enjoyed 
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xichout it. *Quatrel and Contention 
poil the Reliſh of every thing that ei- 
her Riches, or Honour, or Power, or 
earning, or Skill, or, indeed, that 
my thing elſe can procure for us: For 

hey ſour the Temper, ſharpen the Spi- 

it, promote Peeviſhneſs, and ſtir up 
Humours: They diſcompoſe our 
houghts, ruffle our Minds, and fill us 
ith Uneaſineſs: They excite unruly 
aſſions; as Anger to inflame us, Fear 

o terrify, and Malice to make us pen- 
ſive and gloomy: They waſte our For- 
tunes, leſſen our Credit, hinder our Bu- 
ſineſs, and lead us into Exceſs. In 
ſhort, they diſorder the whole Conſtitu- 
tion both of Mind and Body; fo that 
we can take little or no Pleaſure in any 
thing we have. 

ALL Quarrels, indeed, are not at- 
tended with theſe ill Effects. God for- 
bid they ſhould : Some do not proceed 
to any great Height, being managed ra 
Perſons, of Prudence and Temper 3 o- 
* for want of proper Fuel to con- 

tinue 


Y 


* 20 „„ ee Bfay. 
my der me out ꝙna ſudden, 
die ag ſoon. But chis is the Caſe of many 
1 «that. are begun in Heat, and carried on 
in Anger, and ſupported by Malice 
that have proper Matter of Qbſtinacy, 
ill Temper, and ſuch like ſuitable Ma. 
I to widen the Diſtemper, and 
ſtrike it deeper into the Heart on both 
© Sides, n 

No- ſuppoſing W Whats r Is 
3 there for Enjoyment of any kind? Are 
we rich? our Wealth will be rather a 
__Burthen to us than otherwiſe: For it 
* will carry this Sting with it; viz. the 
Thoughts of having an ample Fortune, 
without being able to enjoy it. Are we 
in great Power? this may make the 
Senſe of, our Uneaſineſs the more pun- 

gent, . we reflect, that this, in 
Which perhaps we truſted, cannot deli- 
ver us. Is our Knowledge enlarged by 
Application and Study? how imperti. 
E nent, . troubleſome, and vexatious will it 
prove, to be teized, interrupted, and 
4 called off by fuch'fruitleſs and provoking 
N + --.3  _ Occaſions? 
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' Occaſions. ' Whatever our Condition 
and Circumſtances are, ſuch is the Ne- 
ceſſity of Peaceableneſs, that ane 
can be enjoyed without it. 

Ir it be ſaid, that this may be true 
as to Men of tender Spirits, and ſuch as 
love Eaſe and Retirement, but does by 
no means hold as to others of a contrary 
Temper ; that of ſuch. there are ſome 
who take Delight in Broils and Diſputes, 
others that can bear without Uneaſineſs 
all the Miſchiefs that attend them, 
though they do. not * Trae 
therein. 
To this I lth Were er 

ſort, that are naturally of a contentious: 


Temper, and delight to indulge it, it 


is to be hoped there are but few ; ho- 
ever, they are not worthy a particular 1 
Exception. Anq concerning the latter, 

though there may be more, yet the 
Number on the oppoſite Side being ſo 
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much greater, it is ſcarce worth 1 9 
to take notice of them. ; 
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I. 7s laſt Argument 1 ſhall pro- 


duce for the Neceſſity of Peaceableneſs 
is this, > That it is neceſſary to Salvation. 


An Argument this of ſuch. Weight, 


that it may well be produced at the 


Aloſe of all. St. Paul reckons Strife 
or Unpeaceableneſs among the Works 


of the Fleſh, and declares expreſsly, 


That they that do ſuch Things, ſhall not 
inherit ibe Kingdom of God. The oppo- 
ſite, Virtue he ranks among the Fruits 


of the Spirit, again which (he ſays) 
there is 0 Law : So that by one we 
Mall hereafter be acquitted, by the other 


condemned. A Matter this that all 


Diſturbers of others Peace N 


fully to conſider. ag F859 Nn e 
er es abe de reper babe w, 


that this Neceſſity to live peaceably 
does not ſeem to oblige all alike. As 


Men have different Capacities and Sta- 


tions, and are in different Circumſtances, 
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nours, others diſtinguiſhed by Eminence 
long and Knowledge, by Excel- 
lente of Parts, or a great Reputation, 
and others confined to a narrow Fortune, 
and obliged to conſtant Labour and In- 
duſtry; as there is a great Variety in 
the Degrees, Qualiries,” and Circum-” 
ſtances of Mankind, accordingly their 
Influenee muſt be very different; and 
one that is in great Power may be able 
to throw every thing into Confuſion; 
whereas another, that is quite deſtitute 
of ſuch Advantage, cannot, if he would, 
much prejudice the Peace of his Neigh- 
bours: Upon this Account Mens Obli- 
cations to this Duty are very different, 
as they muſt bear a near Proportion to 
their Conditions and Capacities. The 
greater we are, the more we are required 
to be peaceable; not only becauſe, if 
the ſuperior Part of Mankind are ſo, the 
reſt will not likely be troubleſome; but 
rather becauſe, if they are Breakers of 
Peace, they may do Miſchief in fropor- 
tion to their Station and Abilities, © 

G 2 BuT 
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Dur though chere is this Pifference 
between one andi the other, yet, all are 
obligedd to the Practice of this Duty, 
upon pain of the ſevereſt Penalty a 
being miſerable in the Life to home, 
Eeft any one ſhould complain, that ſuch 
Practice in certain and not uncommon 
Cafes may be very hard, and is ſcarce 
to be expected 3 let us treat ener 1 
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| | rs nden opiectecl, that; for 
| ſeveral Reaſons, there is ſcarc Room 
ſo much as to hope, that Men can her 
have themſelves ſo as to be always 
peaceahle. Conſidering the different 
Fempers, Paſſions, and Inelinations, 
che Difference of Education and Jaftru- 
cin; andi the various and inconſiſtent 
Notions; Opinions, Parties, and Pra- 
ices that prevail, the Surprize and ſa- 
veral Frovocations de meet with from 
bot :D 5 Others, 


— 


DNS ens AS 


on NA EAI E NSS. 12 
others, and how muck we differ ftom 
ourſelves at different Times; what In- 
ſtances there are of Pleaſure, Profit, 
Honour; and, in ſhort, what a vaſt 
Number of Temptations, from within 
and without, to make us unpeaceablei 
it cannot be imagined we can comply 
wich this Duty, as the e leems 
at leaſt to require. 9: 7 D9B5qz#5 d as 

Is anſwer to which 1 be con- 
feſſed, that it/is not in our Power always 
to prevent all Occaſions or Beginnings 
of Quatrel and Contention. Our Na- 
ture being corrupt, our Reaſon weak, 
and Paſſions ſtrong, and being natura 
of different Fempers, and the like, 
fences ſometimes muſt needs come; an 
uncharitable Thought may break in 
upon ub, a raſh Word may eſcape, and 
we may be guilty of an unk ind Actiou, 
in ſpite of all the Care, and Prudence, 
and Virtue that we are or can be Maſters 
of; and we may take Offence without 
Reaſon, through Surpriſe, a Haſtineſs 
olf Temper, and the like.. 
110 1 Bur 
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Bor gſuch Offences: are not what is 
forbidden in Holy Scripture, Our In- 
firmicies will not be imputed to us. 
What we cannot well avoid, will, 
through the Merits of Cbriſt, be over- 
looked and pardoned. If we do our 
beſt to preſerve Peace, ſuch Miſtakes 
and Provocations as we cannot always 
guard againſt, and ſecure ourſelves from, 
will never appear againſt us. 
Bur then we muſt be ſure to ſtop: ad 
ſoon as poſſible. Every Advance we 
make knowingly, willingly, and deli- 
berately, is ſinful. The firſt Step to- 
wards Strife may be excuſable; but a 
Progteſs in it is never to bel aHowed, 
We muſt not ſuffer a ſmall Stream to be- 
come a River, and a River a broad Sea: 
For ſuch Indulgence on each Side ig 
bighly criminal, being expreſly con- 
demned in Holy Scripture. Sparks in- 
deed may fly, but they ought never td 
commence a Flame. As ſoon as this 
happens, - we allow ourſelves in being 
"198010 gatvigtot 160715619 unpeace- 


unpeaccaceable, pee beranfwellible 
of 100 onto int viot 6s hee 
Fo x here we n ſtop if we will. 
We may chooſe whether we will go on, 
or continue in Striſe, if we cannot pre. 
vent the Beginning of it. And chis 18 
what we are obliged to by repeated Pat. 
ſages of Holy Scriptur e 94. 
IxDEID in many Caſes it may ſeen; 
and be really difficult, eſpecially for ſome 
hot; or peeviſh, or four and croſs Tem- 
pers, and for ſome time at firſt thus to 
confine” thernſelves; but this Difficulty 
will not excuſe them; they may, and 
therefore are obliged to ſubmit to this 
Rule Though we are weak; the Gract 
of God, Which will not be wanting, "f 
we! I apply vo mo is ſufficient 
Gras! dow © * en 10 
„Wa ſhould e ith Importance 
of the Duty, the Striftneſs of the Divine 
Law concerning it, and the ſevere he 
nmalty by which this Law is enforced. 
To which we ſhould add the Example of 


| - our- Saviour, that our forgiving: others 


94. ne 


Be PEACEABLENE 88. wr | 


dance, and uſe all the Helps we can; 
and the rather, becauſe we are to live 


"x8 A 'Praflitdl Bay 
is the Condition ef dur being forpiver 
ourſelves,” and alſo our tarneft Prayers 
for the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, For 
ſuch Means, if properly 4 will 
enable us eb keep e of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace, toe 
any Difficulty that may oppoſe us. 
ST, Paul ſeems to imply, that in 77 
Caſes ĩt may not be eaſy to practiſe 
Vittue, by By ain, V ii be Polſible, ” 
as much as lit in you, live peaceably 
with all Men. But this Expreſſion re- 
quires alſo, that we uſe our utmoſt En- 
deavours, and all proper Means for this 
Purpoſe. We are to call in all the Af- 


Peaceably not with Friends only, or 
Men of che ſame Tempers and Diſpoſi- 
tions, of the ſame Party or Society, or 


3 : that do not interfere with us in our De- 


figris and Intereſt; but to live ſo with 
all Men, as far as we can, of what Hu- 
mour, Manners, Party, Sect, Nation, 

or Language ſoever n be. But that 
od 0 we 


on asc BABLEN Y55, 9 
be the better able to jutige 
wok this Duty extends, let us ticat 
n D NCH io HE 281 100 
N 6 & 19 4 b. n onto MI dot 


aid N XIII. % Ant 
07 he Maſi of Peageal 15 Wh IJ 


Lo 'T. is certain, e e — 
ä ſo explained, as to be made con- 
ſiſtent with other Duties ; and therefore 
it cannot extend fo, far as to reſtrain the; 
Magiſtrate from puniſhing Malefactors . "l 
becauſe, if ſo, it would inter fere witk 
NG both public and private, de- 

ſtroy Government, put an end; to Sei- 
ety, and indeed, ruin itſelf ſince with · ; 
out the Adminiſtration;of Juſtice;-/ ther: 
can be no Security, ſcarce. any Subliſtencey 
even for this Viruſe. 904 % eno n 
. Non does it forbid, private Peri 
ſons. bringing publick Offende rs: to Ju- 
gere becauſe this, is likewiſe neceſſary 


for the · Being and, Supporto of Society. 
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* Practical E 
boch Case ves maſt remember there are 
ſeyeral Conditions required..,, Fox, both 
udge and Proſecutor muſt Proceed 
VP 


on a right Principle, aim at a good 
Hr. andi ule; only proper or lawful 
= Means ; 3, . they virtually break 
, the Peace, though, to appearance they 
f conſiſtently with, and in purſuance 
it. If there be any Malice, Revenge, 
Partiality, undue Self. intereſt, and the 
like, i in the Caſe, or any improper In- 
gredient, though in the main Juſtice be 
done, the Action is ill, and muſt * 
fore be inconſiſtent with this Duty. 
III. Non does it hinder eee 
| ſans from recovering their juſt Rights 
by due Courſe of Law. This is like- 
wiſe highly neceſſary, and on the ſame 
Account; becaufe no Society can ſubfift 
without it, no not even Peace itſelf. But 
there are alſo ſeveral Rules proper to be 
obſerved here; otherwiſe we ſha} not 
only. ſet Juſtice and Peace at eee 
hut make them n each other. 


od Ing n d Id ban ond 
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on PERCN ABLE N ss. 131 
1 "Thr firſt general Rule l. T0 be 
ſute not to Taft our Pafflöns to mix 
with our Proceedings on ſach'Occafions'; 
but to follow only Refs, and aim 85 
nothing but Juſtice and Tiuth. Not“ 
be biaſſed by Prejudice or Party, Ma- 
lice or Envy; or any other ill Prindi⸗ 
ples, but to be governed by 1 
Motives, as a due Regard to what 

jult and right. n Wü x. gen VAL? | v1 248 
2. Ix order to this there is Wen 
general Rule to be obſerved; atid' that 

is, firſt, To look trarrowly into our⸗ 
— and examine carefully the Sounds 
neſs of our Heart, and the particular 
Turn of our natural Temper, Whether 
it does not incline us to odd Humour, 
Obſtinacy, Perverſeneſs, III- nature, of, 
in a word, to be litigious and Gberfer⸗ 
ſonke. 411 £299 0975 nnen Joni 
Ir, when we are about to ſue for whit 
are, ot are thought to be our Jult Rights, 
we find, upon due Enquiry, we afe 
þ 0 as to theſe two Points chat we are 
influenced by no Paſſion, nor any unto- 
| Sl | G 0 1 ward : 
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dr attended with intricate Circumſtances; 


132: e e 
ward: and eros Diſpaſitiun, we Thall do 
well; to obſer va ſome other Rules that 
ate more particulate nαο⁹ od yea 1G 

„1% Kis T, We; ſhould never claim 
any Thing but upon juſt Grounds Be- 
fore e proceed, we ſhould; conſider the 
Matter thoroughly, naked, and by itſelf, 
without: any undue R to Self. in- 
tereſt, without Prejudice or Malice, 
witly che Indifference of a Perſon uncon- 
cerned; and the ſame Impartiality that 
is xequited in a Judge, being influenced 
by nothing but Equity, the Reaſon of 
the Thing, andowhat is conſiſtent with 
a good Conſoience, ſettiug aſide every 
Biaſs that is apt to miſlead us, Whether 
Covetouſneſs, Party, Reſentment, or 
lie 000 ei vol ow AI 
Da. Ann we ought to take ſufficient 
Time, and not determine too haſtilß, 
before the whole Matter lies before us, 
and im a proper: Light. Some Caſes are 
very difficult, being either uncommon, 


or not falling directly under the Letter | 
e EY of 
* 7. 93 . R 


0} Nan RSS. 133 
of /atiyciLaw, or ſome Particulars may 
be in the Dark, which; on farther! EH 
quiry, may be brought to Light: For- 
theſe i and · ſuch like Reaſons, we hould = 
be very cautious of being over haſty in 
declaring, eſpecially in en of Our 
ſelves. YG DAS DAs ALL IGIOEI 12 NM 
3. Av; becauſe a Manvis Na? iy 
Judge in his on Quſe, for fear! he? 
ſhould: be biaſſed, and if he is not well 
ſkilled: in ſuch Matters, leſt he ſhould” 
be miſtaken, we ought to take the Ad- 
vice of others, that may be ſuppoſed to 
know much better than ourſelves, laying 
every Thing material before! them, that | 
 they-way be (qualified to; judge-rightlji _ | 
fe unnamed ele erenbyc oro) 
TuxRx are ſeveral. Perſons diſperſed 
bas ind there, Men of Honour and 
Reputation; for Integrity and Under. 
ſtanding, whom well diſpoſed People, 
in caſe of any Controverſy, voluntarily 
Chooſe. to determine their Differences, 
without the Expence and Vexation af 
Suits. | 5113 1394904 T.YSFUD 80 Alis 10] 16 
10 _ To 
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Io, leave tile Cauſe to tie Jager: 
of ſuch Men, ſcems a · Method as proper 
"ag, any, eſpecially oonſidering how meh 
eaſier it is for a thitd Perſon, than for 
the Parties themſelves to end their Diſ. 
putes; and. alſo, that hereby we avoid 
the manifold and great Miſchiefs that of- 
ten attend Suits at Law. This ſuggeſts 
another Rule, fit to be obſerved 3 viz,/' 

4. Tnar ve ſhould uſe all reaſonable 
Methods to obtain a private Accommo- 
dation before we n 
lickly before the Judge. 

Ix, after all, we cannot — 
may then, with a good Conſcience, reſer 
the Matter to a publick Determination; 
but, after we have begun, we muſt ſtie w, 
Deſign is honourable, and that we deſire 
nothing but an impartial Sentence, As 
we begin, ſo we -ought- 0 go on upon a 
right Principle, aim only at a good End, 
and wy 11505 but n mn 
e e ee ee 

Warn 


on 1 "nw 
Matters of AIntereſt are in 
Diſputęa uit · is very difficale to keep'the 
Paſſians from interfering. They tod 
oſtu mix inſenſibly with the Proceed” 
ing! and botir go on Hand in Hand to- 
ö — advance in one, ſo We do 
in the other. From Jecalouſies we 1 
to Fears, ill Thowzhts; ill Will, Bitter- 
neſs, Anger, and at laſt to a'throrough 
Conuiction that the adverſe Farty is 
throughout wicked and unreaſonable. 
But this we muſt be ſure to guard againſt, 
ſuch Conduct being a notorious Breach 
f ene ene ow een 1996 1H; 
Now theſe and ſuch like Rules we 
muſt obſerve; otherwiſe "in purſait of 
one Virtue we ſhall deftroy another, 48 
we ſhall ſacrifice Peace to obtain Juſtice. | 
IV. Bur' farther; as the Adminiſtration 
of pubtick'Juſtice, the proſecuting Offen. 
ders, and the endeavouring to ſecure our” 
Rights by due Courſe of Law, if duly 
qualify' d, are conſiſtent wich eucküblet 
Oe" ſo * is brotherly e 


. 


Cong range 


Al. Paudia Ar 
. K 4 Importance 
each; Perſon's. Happineſs is ta him, out 


of that Love and Tenderneſs we ought 


to haye for one another; when our 


Neighbour fails in his Duty, we may 


endeavour to ſet him right; nay, we. 
ate oblig'd, if his Caſe is dangerous, 
to interpoſe our Reproof; provided we 
do it in a Manner, and in every Reſpect 
ſuitable to the Occaſion: That is, if we 
are clear of that and every other 
Fault chat deſerves ſuch Notice. And 
if By the Help of Prudence we are right 
as to the Perſon, Occaſion, Time, Place, 
Manner of Addreſs, and. the like; are 
endued with Humility, and, Meekneſs, 


good End, and, are able. to bear Reproof 


and 2 on a good Principle, aim at a 


ouxſelves: If we are qualify' d. in each 


of cheſe Reſpects, our Reproof is juſt, 


and got only conſiſtent with, but a par- 


ticular, Support to P eaccablenels. But it 
we are defective in either, it is quite the 


Reverſe, and may probably become as : 


3 to on ys Wd 
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v. Rub as brotherly” Repro 
duly qualified, is conſiſtent wi 
u J ald is the doing what is tequired® 
of us im aby other Reſpect, though it 
may gige Offetice to wicked" Ven. This 
often happens: — One Man's adhering 

ſtrictly, upon all Occaſions, to What is 
juſt and right, his deny ing himſelf ſuck” 
Liberties as others take, and reſolutely 
forbearing fuch ill Conduct as they ea - 
gerly run into, being perhaps fecom- : 
mended by Faſhion,” and "eſtabliſhed _ 
by Cuſtom; renders him very offen- 
five to them. This Man, ſay they, 
was made to reprove our Thoughts f. 
He is grievous unto us even to behald'y * 
for his Life is not like other Mens, 
his Ways are of another Faſhion. Lwe: i 
are eſteemed of him as Counterfeits; he 
| abſtaineth from our Ways, as from Fil?⸗ 
thineſs. — Let us examine him witk 
Deſpitefulneſs and Torture. Thus an- 
9 are 1. > OG: and only Trevule; 


> 
by Wa, ii. nu, GC. 
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/ gs 22 *. Fnadlical Hay 
being —_— he is not fit for their 
Turn; he is glean contrary ta their Do- 
ings. But by behaving thus uprightly, 
though unſaſhionably, he is ſo far from 
being hereby unpeaceable, that he ſhew; 
himſelf to be poſſeſſed, to an eminent 
Degree, of. .the contra ry Lemper. Fa 
Feaceableneſs ariſes from the Practice of 
every Virtue, according to the Law of 
Nature and the expreſs Will of Gop; 
and abuſive Conſtructions of unreaſon- 
able and wicked Men. » $1HvToaw/E 
By to ſet forth the Meaſures of this | 
Nuty in one View, we muſt repreſent it 
gs 31 MWhatſoevor is juſt, right, is a- 
_ greeableito/ the Natute of Things, to 
. Law of Reaſon, Religion, and the 
eine Perfections, is conſiſtent with 
Nieaces and what is otherwiſe is contra- 
Ne de N us toctake Notice 
; | | 100 vag For: 
MF 3 MTS or fat ind t amt ts A 
mt „c 0 its 4 11 Abc nan. 
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m Of ome Miſtakes concerning Peart- 
414 3c 161! © ablentfs. tO TAG 225 ni2d 
Innen Har ih ary 2g: mr walaur 
uE is, the aeg Ws Rev the 
Nation, to which we belong, the 
Meaſure of this Virtue. This muſt be 
wrong; becaüſe it is very obvious we 
may keep within this Law, and yet be 
notorions Breakers of Peae. 
Avor nx is, the thinking ourſelves 
peaceable; | becauſe we do our Neigh- 
bour no Hürm; that is, becauſe We 
don't purloin the Goods, aſſault we 
Perſons of, or offer open Violence to 
others; though ät the fame Time we 
ate croſs or moroſe, obſtinate and per- 
verſcʒocenſorious and ill natured; whieht 
. N 2" cf ae Duty: 1 
ron any other. | 
" A'THIRD. is,” our fancying that to 
return one Offence, or Affront, or In- 
_ another, eſpecially of the ſame 
Sort 


e 4 Pane Ey 
Sort br Degree, is not inconfiſtent with 
this Duty. That this is falſe; muſt be 
natorious ; becauſe, What is expreſily 
condemned. both by Reaſon and Scr. 
pture, and is a maniſeſt Cauſe of Striſe 
and Contention (Which is, unddübtedly, 
the Caſe of ſuch Practice) cannot poſſi- 
bly be conſiſtent with living peaceably. 
Bor the greateſt Miſtake of all is 
that many Perſons Who think they un- 
derſtando the nature of. this Duty, and 
that in general they eonſorm to the Ob- 
ligations of it, yet, in particular Caſes, 

are often, and ſhamefully, Tranſgreſſors 

without being ſenſible of cheir Wn 

age 2t9l 22063 voglid ot == Hi 7 
, Ale. vols. zou orig or 
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And ie . 2 13 245 
bole 4s * will render to 2 


© Wor 0d Rod . r. a 
due, Ful ir Feil And 19. Ange wb Jos: 
Jalves; for Vengeance is wine, nn. 
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Tar. Marr effecually to prevent and 
rectifyrchis Exrer, I ſhall ſubjoin ſeveral 
particular Breaches of Chriſtian Peace 
ableteſs,: eſpecially ſuch about Which w - 
are moſt apt to be miſtaken. 

Tos Recompence Evil for Evil, or to 
return one Affrent or Injury with another. 
To ſue anyone, or to force him upon 
Law ut of Reſentment, Revenge, or 
any other undue Paſſion ; to gratify an 
il Temper, or for an ill End, or to dio 
ſtucb him in any Sort upon ſuch a Prin- 
ciplo = To ſue another at Law when 
hing is recoverable, or when! the 
Injury: is! irremethablle; or ſmall or un- 
certain, — To diſcover cauſeleſs Anger 
— To provoke without Reaſong only 
thropgh out om MiſappreH 
Pe6yiſhiiefs, Irtipetuoſi ty, arid r by 4 
For Süpekiors to 9 domineer, inſult Mer, 
of. to he gruel, oppreflive, or any Ways 
hard to Inferiors, — Or Equals to be in- 
Jurious; rude, croſs, or other wiſe juſt" 
ly offenſive to each other. — Or Inferi- 
W be e undutiful, diſor- 

. .. 
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derly, and in any Sortabufive to-Supe-! 
riors. For Parents to be-unreaſonable,. 
provoking, careleſs, unkind, and with- 
out natural Affection towards their 
Children. — And for Children to be un- 
dutiful, diſhoneſt, ſtubborn, or abuſive 
to their Parents. For Maſters or Mi- 
ſtreſſes: to be unjuſt, rigorous; imperious, 
Se. to their Servants. — And Servants 
to be diſobedient, to anſwer again, to 
be ſlothful, unfaithful, to do Eye: ſervice, 
ſters or Miſtreſſes. Theſe are all Breach- 
es of this Duty. KA 
Wirnour Doubt all Kinds - Inju- 
ſtice; as Stealing, bearing falſe Witneſs, 
Extortion, Robbery, c, are of the 
ſame Kind. And ſo. are all, Sorts. 2 | 
Uncharitableneſs ; a8 Cenſot iouſne 
Back- biting, Whiſpering, Railing,” 8 


| ;  proaching, . Mockery, Surlineſs, | Un- 


quĩetneſs, Variance, Bitterneſs, Hi i, 


ing, Curſing, Riotouſneſs, e. | 
alſo all Kinds of Enmity and. 5 


. Quarrelling, Peeviſhneſs Haſtineſs, 
= Manners, * Buſy-bodics, Tales“ 
1 3 bearing 


ff 


on Py\gcraBrentss. 14" 
bearing, Chutlifhnefsy Ge. Theſe are 
ikewiſe Breaches of this Duty: 
Ia ſhort, to behave ill, or to give 
aſt Offence: to others, in any Reſpect, 
is a Breach of Chriſtian Peaceableneſs; 
e Joo that it cannot be difficult far any one 
to know whether, and ar why . 4 
- aguilty of ſuch Breach or not. tl. 1 
> — ſhall add 4 norking | Roi 5 
1 than Ian idea 
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HA I Rope, © laid a WEE: j 
Subject or on all Sides, as far as is ne- 


celſary, and conſidered every. Part that 
deſerves Notice; if not with that Order 
and Exactneſs as the Matter requires, 
yet with all the Attention my preſent 
Circumftances would permit: 1 ſhall, 


conclude WR. a Terps Exhoreation to 
the 
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the . 8 and conſtant P 
of this eminent \ irtue. > 44 ii N a 
I x is a Subject in which all are con- 
cerned, High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
the Learned and the Ignorant; and it 
is a Subject on which, — Stk 
is laid both by the wiſeſt Heathens and 
the beſt Chriſtians. Our Saviour him. 


ſelf and his Apoſtles thought it worthy 
their particular Care and moſt earneſt Re- 
commendation. Indeed the greateſt Men 
in all Ages. have ever had the higheſt 
Eſteem for Peace and Quietneſs; no one 
therefore need think it either Loſs of 


Time, or Labour, or beneath his No- | 


tice, or unworthy his beſt Endeavours, 

to enquire concerning it, to examine its 

Foundation, to trace out its juſt Mea- 

ſures, and to ſtudy, rating. its 
wholeſome Laws. But 

Ws may think this a very eaſy Sub- 

a je, obvious in itſelf, and familiar in 

all its Circumſtances; that it needs little 

Illuſtration, and leſs Learning, as it » 

both level to the Capacity of the wean. 
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. Avila Be it : It is ne- 
vertheleſs of vaſt Conſecquence, being of © 
aunivorſal Concern, and; in the tendereſt | 
- Pbinty- the Happineſs of Mabkind; and 
therefore it will anſwer our cloſeſt Appli- 
il —eatiori/to ſearch to the nr Bottom and 
d, on every Side of j 
Il we flight it for being eaſy, we 
ought to value ir for being uſeful, © As 
its Beauties are apparent; ſo they arcever- 
ſting; and though its Bounty is at 
hand, it can never be exhauſted, It is 
1 Spring that will never fail, n A 
Waters are as wholeſome as they are MF 
common. Think not then this a Mat- 
ter we are at Liberty to regard or hot; 
that we may deſpiſe it with Innocence, 
and reject it without Offence, © This ar- 
Sus 1 weak Judgment, as well as à vi- 
cious Temper, and is as great a Refle- 
Cition on the Man as the Chriſtian. 
Ai Lr us then, as the Seripture adviſes, 
au to he quiet. e it Pw ſo A 
* A Hote 7 N 45%; 2 
{S006 N 22 erkenn. "ob: #49 00 4 
W H. 99 


» 0 

ed * 
IE £.% 
- ** 


* * * vo . f - I a 1 * 5 9 
B- 


©. EH 24 Praftical 1 Bfoy - Jos 

4 very ealy, we may end irdifficule, How: 
ever it is in Appearance, it requires La- 

» and the greateſt Labour, to become 
u poſſeſſed of this Excellence: TD 
be ( RRiet or peaceable in a Chriſtian Senſe, 
is no ſuch trivial Matter. When we have 
# | " conquered our Paſſions and can give our 
= eaſon its juſt Command, we have: got 
the Prize; bat Taſk this, as Experience 
will inform us, that will try our utmoſt 
© . Stren gth'7 2x well as demand the greateſt 
W Skill and Reſolution : Yet this is neceſ- 
3  fary before we can, with any juſt Aſſu- 
mate, conclude ourſelves peaceable. Few 
3 in Strictneſs, deſerye the Character; be- 
1 3 5 ctauſe have got the Victory over 
rheine es. Every one has his favorite 
Faon, "which: -he- gives Way to; tho', 


8 
2 * 
of 


© 


- makes him à Breaker of the Peace: It 
_ firſt diſturbs himſelf, and then: _— 2 
- and ſo makes him A direct Offender. 2 


Ska 5 PROP r their rens = 
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Zap he is not aware of it, and this 


3 Sinor then it is our Panbens that 8 4 
4 5 ' the Miſchief, theſe we muſt watch care- | 
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on en 1 
per Objects, and within due Bourids:' It 
is an Enemy that is ever at hand, and 
will! take all Advantages; I 
therefore be too obſervant of its Mio-* * 
tions, or too ſtriẽt in our Diſciplifo- .. 
ver it. To deny them is agg inſt tha 
Grain, to oppoſe them is amen ee 
ſabdue them ſeems next to impꝗſſihle. 
But fear not: The Paſſions, though ne- 
ver ſo natural to qs, gonquerable, O- 3 
ee ice bot. be dur Duty ta con 
quer them: | The Aitempt is, diſron, 
raging s- but Reſolutin gr il 
through chroogh This can ſoog make chat Caf 0 
which. Pet imprafticable, In a W "| | 

dh bead and only Way to ive, an 
Peace, is to govern our "5 
been our Temper. LEE: And FR Werts RT | 
_ © Stvez" we now fer that the Vabks of W 1 
Uopegekabledes are odiqus, 5 
0 ayoid: che and as, the A af... 1 
the» contrary. Virtue are excellegt, det 9 % 
: 5 einbrace them. The Effects of onο⏑0 
 Nappitieſs, of the other Miſery; Nos 0 
* * to n us aright as as 
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= _ if we daly attend to them, 
- Let theſe: Confiderations firſt — 
ber and, e- eee 
» Roe: 10-3; ET SKI 

B Wir mat eber OR in Rand 
0 our Paſſions, the Caſe is not the 
ame now as it was before Chriſtianity 
was wade n For fince wh 


n 7% QUT Mat 4 z 2 7 540. 3: 92 


A 4 Cebu the following Texts. 1 TIM. ii. 
En 2 We are to pray for all Alen, and this that ave 
i & ge and practable_ Life; —— Luxx 
. % Forgive and Hall be forgiven; — Manx 
* 26. Bur if, yu do wag. forgive, neither will your 
Father, hich i is in Haben, forgive your Treſpaſſes- 
Marr. v. 22. But I ſay unto you, that whoſoever 
ard y with his Brother wwithout « Cauſe, ſhall by in 
ren. Marr. v. 43. &c. 12 
=» 2 that ee been faid, Thou ſhalt love 
N and hate . thing Enemy. ut I ſay wnto 

= mo Enemies, Buſs them FL any; aa 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them that de- 
| fttefully uſt and perfecute yon; that yo may l the 
1 _ Children of your Father aubich is in Hauen. v. g. 
een 
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* en e IPRS Ph. 
the Meaſures of Duty are more-plainly 
ſet. forth, the Obligation of it mare * 


powerfully enforced, and the vaſt Im- 
portance of it more clearly. diſcovered 


we find ourſelves much more nearly. con- 
cerned now, than before, to moderate 
our Affections: We perceive that ous. 4 
Paſſions are more cloſely confined, thas 1 
this Enemy. is under ſeverer Diſcipline; _} 
that what was thought allowable; then 4 
we are certain ne now, and that 2 

4 


— which among the He 
were openly, A be . un 1 We 
Mo 
Ne PI ptr eat Bed e, 4 
The Diſcretion of a Man arferreth Auer, andit is bis 
Glory to paſs aver a Tranſoreſſion. Er n. iv. 31, Le „ 
Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and _ | 
Evil. eating, be put away from you, with all Malice. . 
And be ye lind one to another, tender-hearted; .. 
giving ene another, even as God for Chriſt's S © 
hath forgiven, you, Gal. g. But the Hun of 7 
the Spirit is Lowe, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffers 
| Gentlene/;, Goodneſs, Faith, N OY 
| 8 . 15 0 Lu. 
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EF Trans are, or ought to be. as ſeverely 
* cofidemned : Wherefore it highly be- 
= Hhoves 4s to be much more careful of 
dur Behaviour in this e e _ 4t 
formerly did nnn 
Bur what ſignifies our owing; but 
we are in a particular Manger obliged 
to govern our- Paſſions, unleſs we actual - 
ly do govern them; Inſtead of being an 
Aivantage „our Knowlege” will be of 
E Differvice-to us, without a ſuitable Pra- 
F @ice; ſince be that knows his Maſter's 
© Will aud does it not, will be braten wih 
E © many Kriden. Let us then be ſure to 
I every unruly Paſſion, to do this 
z 8 and habitually, fo that they 
day not henceforth be able to prevail 
. 4painſt us, For this is all in all; it will 
1 end. our Prudence, ſatisfy our Du- 
- ys. and prove an admirable Means to 
A ſecure our Peace and Happineſs. 
Dosen this; Did ever Man re- 
bent of bring thus e Did it 


»Loxz all, "_ 


ever ſadly concerned that he over: ruled 


this ill Inclination, ſuppreſſed that odd 4 


Humour, and ſubdued any unruly and 


hurtful Paſſions, and ſo prevented hs 
being miſchievous and adding to the <0 
Miſeries of Mankind? Was this ever © 
Trouble to him? Or rather, does he 
not find, by undoubted Experience, as 
often as he makes the Tryal, that no- 
thing gives him greater Pleaſure, r 
raiſes in his Mind more ſolid Satisfaction 
than the Thoughts of having bravely 
od a Temptation, by conquering 


wit 
the greateſt Adverſary we have to deal 


with, the cunning Deceitfulneſs wWherebỹ 
our own Hearts,” that is, our Wee 4 


Im in wait to deceive us? 


. Cons1Dtr- what being cached im- 
plies. Is it not the having a perfect 


Command of ourſelves, or giving Rea- 
fon that Authority which # has a natu- 
nh Right to, and making the Paſſions 
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en PEACEABLEN 2 a8. 157 
ever leſſen his Reputation, or prejudice A 


his Intereſt, or deprive him of Pleaſure, 1 
or give him the leaſt Uneaſineſs? Was he 


. x x. 4 
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E its Subjects which were born its Slaves? 


& ' Neighbour, and doing by him as we 
would be done by ourſelves. In ſhort, 
it is imitating the Conduct both of 
' | Gop the FaTHER and. Gop the Sox; 
for as Gop is the Author of Peace, he 
obſerves all the Laws. of itz and we, 
in a particular Manner, put on his Im- 
nage, if in this Reſpect we follow bis 
Steps. It is the Foundation of NOW 
Z "ih very Spirit of Religion. 
E Wear Need is there then of farther 
| Epkdence to prove that it. is our greateſt 
Glory, our only Happineſs, to keepour 
_ Paſſions in due Subjection ſuch eſpecial- 
ly as are the. worſt Enemies to Peace 2 


1 


Greater Authority we cannot have, Y 
and better we need not deſire. If ſuch 
Arguments fail, we ought to be con- 


” demned for mere Reprobates, or ſuch 
zs are utterly loſt to the” TY b 
and Reaſon. 2 
On ee in alia of Mens 


not 
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It is the forbearing to be hurtful to our 


not being · peaceable is, that they will 
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on PRAGCEARLENESS. IFF © 4 
not take Pains. They are liſtleſs, idle, W's 
and indolent; have not Reſolution and 
Spirit enough to withſtand a Tempta- 
tion, to deny a favourite Paſſion, and op- 
poſe the Cravings of an ill Habit. In- 
ſtead of overcoming, they ate led ca- 
ptive by ſuch Enemies through a mean 
and daſtardly Diſpoſition 3 they. have 
not the Heart to do themſelves Juſtice; 
But how ſhameful, how diſhonourable is 
ſuch Behaviour? It is hard to ſay, whe: 2 
ther it 1 n or ways | 
edneſs. : 

I 1 to get tha abſolute Miltery 
over our Paſſions, - to command them 
with Eaſe and Pleaſure, and order them |} 

aright on every Occaſion,” is a Work of 

Difficulty," and requires a conſtant ' and 
well ſeaſoned Temper of Mind. This, 
as well as all other Things of mighty 

Advantage, will coſt us dear: Notwith. 

ſtanding it muſt be done. Our Reaſon 
muſt have an abſolute Command over | 
our Love and Hatred, Hope and Fear, 

RO COT INes before we can 
ies H s be 
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1 be fired ini a State ſuĩtable to our Con- 
dition, that will ſecure our Self. enjoy- 
ment, or even ſatisfy our own Minds. 
Wu ETrOoRE we ſhould be often diſ- 
ciplining ourſelves into right Order, by 
| checking this ill Humour, and controul- 
ing that untoward or violent Paſſion, by 
; ſtrengthening our complexional Weak- 
” neſs; and thus ever preſſing forward 
towards the higheſt Pitch of Self-govern- 
ment that the preſent State of our Nature 
Taequires. And this we ſhould do, not 
| coldly and careleſsly, but with Warmth 
and in Earneſt; ſo as to anſwer the vaſt 
$ Importance of it. As it is of the ut. 
| moſt Conſequence, we ſhould exert our- 
ſelves to the utmoſt, by uſing all Means 
Proper for obtaining this noble, this e- 
very Way uſeful Advantage. 

Ax the rather becauſe this' is lee 
ſarytat all Times, let Things go ho 
hey, will. It is our beſt, and indeed 
our only Security, as well as Ornament 

in every Stage of Life; in Youth and 
Agen in. ne, _ in Society, when 
2d 4A | abroad 
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on pr ACE ABLEN'E $8. 735 „ 
abroad and at Home, in Peace and in 
War; this is a Fruit that is never out 
of Seaſon, and excellent Fruit that will 
never decay, a Pearl that, muſt he of 
great Price whenſoever we find it The 
longer we have, the more we enjoy it; 
and the oftner we enq uire into, the 
greater Value we ſet upon it: Where- 
fore it is well worth our While, if we 
part with all our*Subſtance in * N > 
_ chaſe of it. r 9 
Aud 8 bor u | 
Perſons, as I have partly [obſerved 
above, let their Condition and Circum- - | 
ſtances be what they will, a juſt Come 
mand of our Paſſions, wherein the great 
Duty of. Peaceableneſs conſiſts, is a'Lef 
ſon which every one ought. to learn, an 
Ornament which every one ſhould wear, 
the common Armour which each of us 
ſhould appear in: No one is exempt 
ſrom this Service, none too great for 
this Employment. As it is a Comſort inn 
Adfliction, Strength to the Weak, and 
a Medicine to * our Sickneſs; ſa is i 
x] ; H 6 an 
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an Addition to the Mighty, and exceed -· 
ing helpful to thoſe that ſeem to need 
no Help. It is Riches to the Poor, 
and Plenty to thoſe that are in Want; 
and at the ſame Time it is an Honour 
do the Rich, and adds a Luſtre even to 
4 now and Scepterrs. 
How mean, how ridiculous is it for 
thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to govern others, 
not to be able to govern themſelves ? 
How abſurd! for the Greateſt to be the 
* melt abject Slaves, Slaves to their vile 
Lots and Faſſions? Tho! it is too com- 
mon, yet it is very odious, to obſerve that 
Men of Power, or Learning, or Parts, 
or Diſtinction, who ought to be an Ex- 
ample of this Virtue, are a Scandal to 
* itz who are appointed to lead and guide 
- others according to Reaſon and Duty, 
ure led captive themſelves: by ſome odd 
Humour, ill Habit, o untoward Paſ- 
_ Kon; fince Self-government” is neceffary 
for all, but eſpecially fuch as occupy the 
1 = | ae and fill _ ber ped ne 5 
3 8, K | | 1 
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| Ir we need any farther Motive to the 


practice of this humane and divine Vir- 
tue; let us conſider more particularly 
our Saviour's Example, which will both 
reprove and reform us, if we duly attend 
to it, Conſider, is it not a Shame that ut 
great Lord and Maſter, ſhould de every 
Thing that made for Peace, and we his 
Followers ſhould do our utmoſt to live 
in Strife; that he ſhould bear every Þ 
Thing, and we can bear nothing; that. 
he ſhould pardon the greateſt Offenes, 
and we ſhould be for puniſhing very _. 
ſmall ones; that he ſhould be never 
angry but for our Good, and we ſhould 
be ſeldom angry but for one ahother's _ 
Hurt; that he: ſhould never reſent any” 
Thing on his own Account, and we 
ſhould reſent ſuch Provocations chiefly, 
if not only, as regard ourſelves? A 
more juſt Pattern of Peaceableneſs we 
cannot defire than that we have in bur 


Saviour's Life; let this be our conſtant 


Rule, as it muſt be our fafeft Guide. It 


1 highty abſurd, as well as criminal, for 4 
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4 S his profeſ'd. Followers to depart from his 
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Steps in ſo material an Inſtance; be ſure 


3 then that your Practice and his Example, 


in. this Reſpect eſpecially, be coincident 


2 with each other. 


Hz. was a; Man ſubject to like Pa. 


© fions as we are; but in Conformity to 
the eternal Laws of right Reaſon, and 


in Submiſſion. to the unerring Will of 
him that ſent him, and. for the better 
Direction of thoſe that ſhould embrace 


5 his Goſpel; he kept them within Com- 
| paſs by confining them entirely 'to the 


Work for which they were appointed. 
You. never find him indulging any odd 
Humour, or gratifying an ill Temper, 


or giving Way too far to any. Paſſion. 


He had never the leaſt Occaſion to ſay 


with us, in Excuſe for having violated 


the Laws of Peace; I was provoked to 
it, — I was ill uſed, or why was I af- 
fronted, or injured; — No Fleſh could 
bear it; — Thoſe that, offend me will 


f : feel | my Reſentment z and the like. 
He had no Room for ſpeaking thus, 
becauſe 


2 "= 


6 "1 
on PeAcCtABLENESS. 249 
vice: being * reviled, he bleſſed 4 deing 4 1 
perſecuted, he ſuffered it; being defamed; . 1 
he intreated; and though he was made a2 
the Filth of the World, and treated as the 
OF-ſeouring of all Things, yet he did nor, 
like many or moſt of his Followers, re- - 
turn Evil for * bt « overcame * i 
with Good. 
Lr us go and os nini Why | 
ſhould we ſcruple to follow his Example 4 
in this Caſe, ſeeing we muſt know it is - 
what the higheſt Wiſdom, as well as 
the-greateſt Authority, indiſpenſably re- 
quire of us? Why ſhould we think it 
much, or beneath us, or too hard, to bear | 
with ſuch Treatment asour Saviour him- 
felf endured ? Why ſhould we be ruffled 
or provoked at ill Uſage, when he bore, 
with Temper and Patience, a great deal 
worſe? Are we greater than be? ? What 
makeſt thou thyſelf? May you reſent 
what. Gop himſelf pardons ꝰ and haſti- 
ly-revenge what he can readily , excuſe? 


- 
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1 Cok. ix. 12, 13, 7 
Konter What 


, = = * 4 * — Y -& * a , — 
; 1 2 a * - * * 2 * BA w Sd thn. JS x FT" a 
— bs .- —— * * 
» 4 . — 8 


4 We. 2 /Prafticat 22 
What is this but the rankeſt Pride, of 
the moſt inſufferable Arrogance ? Or ra- 
© ther, is it not the Height of Madneſs? 0 


Are we greater than the Grtateſt? 
E  Whence is it that we thus exalt our 
Meanneſs above the infinite Majeſty of 

God? Certainly this is High Treaſon a- 

inſt the ſupreme Governor of the 

forld, and can be imputed to nothing 
but Weakneſs, or Want of Senſe as well 
as Grace. If we muſt boaſt, ourſelves; - 
let our boaſting be this, that we know 
that be bat exalieth himſelf ſhall be aba- 

* fed, and he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be 
exalted; and that our only Way of con- 
quering our Enemies is by the Armour 

of CuRI1Sr, Patience and Meekneſs, 

Sc. and that theſe are our only e 
12 ſecuring Peace. 

Ir igſtead of this, we give Wey t to 
anruf Paſſion, to Envy, Malice, unjuſt 

Anger, and the like, What are Ve bet⸗ 

ter than Heathens F Nay, are we _ 


-# lers iv. 11. 
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on PEACEABLENESS, 166 | 
much worſe? For they were led by ſuch © 
Principles, in ſome Meaſure, for Mx 
of Light and better Inſtruction; but we 
in the Midſt of the moſt glorious Light, 
and in Spite of the «beſt Inſtruction. 
They erred throughdgnorance, and not 
having a ſufficient Guide; but we go a+ 
ſtray knowingly, and through Diſregard , » 
to Inſallibility itſelf ; ſo that inſtead of 
being better, as , ought to be, than 
the Heathen, we muſt be much worſe 
if we indulge our r Paſſions to the whole 

dice of Peace. 
Fon Cheiftians 10 bead and 
iſh, froward and perverſe, is very un- 
warrantable nay, highly ſcandalous, as . 
it ſhews that we ſlight. the Authority 
of Gop, ſet at Nought both the Do- 
ctrine arid Example of CurisT, and 
regard our own abſurd Humours more 
than his excellent Laws. Away then 
with ſuch wicked Practice, and let üs be 
wholly governed by the truly generous 
i. forgiving Spirit of the Goſpel. And 
order hereunto, let us take unto 

/ . 
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162 4 Practical Eſſay 
N us the whole Armour of Gop, that we 
ma be able to withſtand in the evil 
5 _ and having done all, to ſtand. 
Bur be ſure you look narrowly to 
that Sin which eaſily beſets you. This 
is commonly the «chief Diſturber of 
Peace. Guard againſt your conſtitutional 
Failing ; for this is the moſt cunning Ad- 
N verſary that we have to deal with. If 
it inclines, let it not command us to 
ſpeak or act, upon any Occaſion, con- 
trary to the known Spirit and. * 
of the Goſpel of CR Is Tr. 
Ap fail not to pray earneſtly, 100 


5 Tir without. ceaſing, for the Aſſiſtance, of 


divine Grace, in theſe your Eudeavours 
for the eſtabliſnment of Peace. If your 
own Strength be not, the gracious Influ_ 
_ . ence of the Holy Spirit will be ſufficient 
for you; and this you may obtain if you 
apply in ſuch Manner as is preſcribed by 


”  CuarrsT and his Apoſtles; that is, by 


lifting up holy Hands, in Faith, and 
without Wrath and Doubting. 


on PEACEABLENESS. 163 
To conclude ; Since Peaceableneſs is 
every way neceſſary, and cannot be ob- 
tained but by governing our Paſſions, 
8 our favorite one eſpecially; let us make 
it our chief Care to ſubdue one, that we 
may ſecure the other. You find ſuch 
Behaviour has-every Thing that can be to 
recommend it; as the Authority of Gop, 
the Example of our, Saviour, his Apo- 
ſtles, and the primitive Chriſtians, the 
Reaſon and Nature of the Thing, the 
admirable Effects that flow from it, the 
Importance and Neceſſity of it to our 
Happineſs, &c. Let us therefore be 
ſure to follow after the Things that | 
make for Peace. Ih | 
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| ST R ANT 1 beſeech Thee 1 

| merciſul Lo RD, to Thy "M 

faichful Seryant Pardon and . 

Peace, that I may be cleanſ- 4 
"a from all my Sins, and ſerve Thee 


with a quiet Mind ; through TJuxvs = 
enn 18, our Lord. nen. — 
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Alder v cul” who adde 1 
canſt order the unruly Wills ank 


Affections 2 ſinful Men; ; grant that 
_—_— love that which Thou commandeſt,” 4 


bat 
* 


4 ©2406 * ig 2 * * 
and . chat which Thou doſt pro. 
miſe; that ſo, among the ſundry and 
_— manifold Change z che World, my 
Heart may ſurely*Me be fixed, where 
© true Joys are to be found ; through Je- 
| s CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 
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III. 


O  Gop who axt the Author of Peace 

; and Lover of Concord; give un- 
1 to us, thy Servants, Grace; that we 
may be all of one Mind, having Com- 

$ ” paſſion one of another; that Wwe may ne 
66 love as Brethrefi, be pitiful, be cour- 
teous; that we may not render Evil for 
"Sri, or Railing ior Railing, but con- 
- trariwiſe Bleſſing; and that ye may 
cake a clean Heart, and renew a right 
e Wüllen us; that ſo we * Ew | 
our Tongue from Evil, and br. 
that they ſpeak na Guile; and that we 
' mayalleſchew what is bad, and do.Gogd 
ſeek Peace and enſue it. Grant this} 
""OFamura! for Thy. Son's Sake, Js, 
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0 Awroury Gop, entiahilh 1 Re 
direct my Mind, I humbly beſeech 3 
Thee, in ſuch Manner that 1 may both 
know and do whatſoever Thou requireſt 
of me, though it be never ſo contrary 
to my natural Temper or favourite Paſ- 
e sion; that ſo I may ſtand perfect and 
complete in all Thy holy Will. Enable 
me to put on, as the Elect of Gop, ® i 
Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humble- 
neſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffer- . 2 
ing, Forbearing and Forgiving others if”. 
I ſhould have a Quarrel agaioſt any, e 
ven as Gop, for CHRISsT's Sake, fore ©. 
'@ giveth me: To lay aſide all — 
and Wrath, and Anger, and Na 
and Evil-ſpeaking, with all Malice; an 
in Imitation of Thee and thy beloved 
Son, my only Saviour, love my Enemies, 
do Good to them that hate me, pray for 15 1 
them that deſpitefully. uſe and perſ 5 5 
mez how difficult ſoever this be, 
9 e „ * are. wo 
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"res "MN To ar; » 
36 * Grant this for his 5c wha kat 
F * * thy Son Sues Curtsr, 
1 — no) 717i on, . 
aner! . W . 
= O Tuo mo high, and ei 
| God, who'knoweſt' my Weakneſi 
and Fruiky, that my greateſt Enemy is 
withih mine own Walls, our Luſts ang We 
Paſſions being moſt” powerful to govern, MW 
dad moſt-cunning to deceive! us.; that Wt 
3 ttheſe, eſpecially our beloved Paſſions, . 
= cxfily beſet: and as eaſily. ovetgome- us, 
which is the Source of our Miſery and 
Trouble; grant us :therefore an entire 
Vu.ictory over this Enemy, let neicher 
bis Power over - rule nor his Subtlety de. 
3 . not his Violence drive me into Sin, 
but give me Wiſdom to correct and ſub- 
88 ill Temper and odd Humour 
4 br irregular: Paſſion that may attempt to 
4 2 Clone. that ſo I may put on the Or- 
e z meck and quiet Spirit, and 
Peaceable Life, in Hondur to Thee, 
ience ta thy Walls, and agcprd- 
N$ . 8 for his ak 2 bis 
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cee "Oy Hhits 16 th Ges ; 
In two Partz. I. Cootwining a Plain aud 
Serious Exhortation to a Religious and Virtus 
Life. II. General Ditectiotis Now to live accord-— 


and inply. The zd Edition. Price 1 5. 64. er 15 4. 
_ er dozen to thaſt who give them way. 

"IN, i -Prayert and Offices af Devotion for Finite, and 
hat Wor particular Petſonz upon moſt Occalions. . By the 


Rev. Mr, Ber. Fewks, ate Reftor of Hick Shrop- _ 


a ſhire, The 9th. Edit. 1270. Vice 3 * 

us, The- Devout Chriſtian inſtructed er Ne > Pray. 
nd 0d give Thanks to Gop; or a Book bf! ee 
bor Fantifles, ad particalar rfons in 

re the Concerns of human Life. B S. ami 

aer hie Biſhop of Ely. The rgth Edir. Pritt 


le The Chriftian Sacrifice. A Treatiſe 8 ths. . 

Neceſſity, End, and Manner of Receiving the Hel * 
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b Meditations for every Month in the Year, and Ns 8 
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ur W Biſhop Patrik he 16th Edit, gorrected. 333. 

| The ChiMian's Defence 4 Bln the Fed o Dedth,, 

with ſeaſdpable Directions — 2 prepatourſelves. 
. to die well, Wri in French hy the Rev. Mr? - 22 
d Charles Presser, ranſlated int Engliſn 2 M. 1 g 


DA. B. D. The 74th.” Edition gew cor-. 
, re&ed:” Wiek an Account t of chic 7 Author and Et 
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